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“A COMPLIMENT OF THE sEAsON” A friend in the 
state of Massachusetts, on forwarding the names of 
thirteen new subscribers, ‘good men and true,” with 
reference, perhaps, to the ‘‘good old thirteen states” 
which proc'aimed our political independence and es- 
tablished it, and to the establishment, also, of a moral 
aod physical independence hardly second to the other, 
ouserves—- 

“It must surely be a matter of pride and consola- 
tion to you, sir, who have so long been an advocate 
and friend of internal improvement and home manu- 
factures, at length to see a system of measures, and 
a state of public sentiment and national feeling exist, 
which gives 2 certain pledge of a final triumph over 
prejudice and error, and promises to secure the fu- 
ture prosperity and independence of our country. 

This is a very neat and agreeable compliment, anc 
I hope that it is e pluribus unum--one of many such 
that will be received! What Ihave long esteemed as 
vitally important national interests, and which were 
opposed more decidedly in the east than they are now 
in the south, are beginning to be so generally esteem- 
ed—and hundreds of thousands who totally rejected 
the protective system, have seen the absolute neces 
sity of it to produce reciprocity, and preserve to “the 
mouth of jabor the bread which itearns.” Itis as- 
certained, that the success of domestic manufactures 
increases, instead of diminishes, the commerce and na- 
vigation of the U. States, and they have added much to 
the profits of the farming interest. And thus will they 
benefit the cotton planting states. The people of these 
will yet feel the advantages of the tariff as the sugar 
planters do, and the home market will be that on 
which they must rely for security, or greater regula- 
rity, in the value of their product. Many already be- 
gin to see and feej this, and it is especially important 
to the south that manufactures should grow up 
among them, to increase, or retain, the free laboring 
classes. Without them, these classes, (the bone and 
sinew of every state), must and will continue to leave 
and weaken the southern states—the effects of which 
are too manifest to require elucidation. The next 
census will shew an unexpected acquisition of popula- 
tion in the eastern states, because of manufactures— 
aud like causes will every where produce like effects, 
And, I shall expect to receive many letters from the 
south of the same nature and tendency as that which 
is quoted above—if it is my lot to conduct this paper 
eight or ten years more. 

Compliments of this kind, with the accession of a 
thousand new subscribers, cannot increase my zeal 
for the success of the great cause to which I have so 
long been devoted, but would powerfully increase the 
means of supporting that cause, by permitting #n in- 
crease of matter, and in spreading the facts belonging 
to it more generally before the people; and, in the 
present state of society in Europe, wherein labor is so 
mightily assisted by scientific power, { regard it as 
essential to the independence of the United States, 
that internal improvements and domestic manufac- 
tures should be encouraged and defended as com- 
merce and navigation were and are; and as the latter 
now is, so will the former soon be, as able as it is wil- 
jing mainly to defend itself. 





On NEW year’s DAY, according to established cus- 
tom, ihe president’s house, at Washington was open- 
ed for the reception of visiters, and all the rooms, in- 
cluding the great eastern room, wére filled to an ¢ex- 
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cess for several hours. So large a number, it is 
thought, never before attended on a similar occasion. 

These “free and easy”? commuvita.ions between the 
chief magistrate of the republic and the people, are 
productive of the happrest effects. 





Wooiten Manuractores. From-a memorial to 
congress, adopted at a meeting of wool growers and 
manufacturers of the county of Berkshire, Mass, the 
astonishing fact appears—that there is not at this da 
a single woollen establishment in N. England in full 
operation. It is said that the present duty on woo 
lens is completely evaded by the ingenuity of fo- 
reigners; to remedy the evil, it is proposed to change 
the present ad valorem duty toa specific duty on each 
square yard; and also to levy a duty on all woollen 
goods sold by auction. 

itis estimated that there are 200,000 sheep in the 
countyof Berkshire. The memorial asks no further 
protection for the American wool-grower. The 
home market is only desired. 

Aprointments. Joel R. Poinsett, to be minister ta 
Panama, alias Tacubaya, in the place of Richard C. 
Anderson, dee —William Jones, formerly secretary 
of the navy, to be collector of the customs at Phila- 
deiphia, vice John Steele, resigned—and Nicholas 
Biddle, of Pennsylvania, Joho M‘Kim, jt. of Maryland, 
Victor Dupont, of Delaware, Campbell P. White, of 
New York, and Benjamin Hatcher, of Virginia, di- 
rectors of the bank of the United States, on the part 
of the government. [Not official } 





THE mirnates who murdered the captain and nfate 
of the schooner Fairy, and sunk the vessel, have 
peen tried and found guilty, before the circuit court 
of the U. S. at Boston. 

The “Courier,” says that ‘after the sentence, which 
was pronounced by judge Story in a most solemn and 
affecting manner, the prisoners gave utterance to 
their feelings in the most horrible imprecations of 
vengeance and malignity upon the judge, ihe attorne 
general, the jury, the witnesses and the souls of the 
victims they had been convicted of murdering, in 
language too shocking and profane for repetition.— 
Such a scene of depravity and hardihood, it is pre- 
sumed, has never before, in this country at least, 
been witnessed ina court of justice.”* 

Tne Semtnove Inpians, are charged with the coni« 
mission of several murders in Florida and Georgia. 
The governors, of the territory and of the state, have 
ordered out a military force to apprehend the mur- 
derers and protect the inkabitants. By the message 
of the governor of Georgia to the legislature, it ap- 
pears thatthese unfortunate people were embodied, 





*As a specimen, perhaps, (and we say “perhaps” 
as doubting whether good or evil may grow out of 
the record), the following extract from the “‘Massa- 
chusetts Journal’? may be addedi—“One of the 
wretched men lately convicted in this city, of a 
most diabolical murder, among other blasphemies 
which he uttered in the face of the court, said, in 
reference to the murder of the unfortunate Jenkins, 
that he, (the prisoner), ‘had too much English blood 
in him to take a third blow withow returning tt—he was 
not afraid to meet Thomas P. Jenkins in H— np or 
h-—}} ss 
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and resoived to make war. They will be promptly 
and severely punished, unless they shall submit and 
give up the aggressors. 

Strone Government. We learn that on the 7th 
Nov. last, the president of Hayti published a pro- 
clamation, conteining a decree, that ‘‘all those who 
are not laborers” shall prove that they are in asitua- 
tion ‘‘to gain their livelihood, and that they can af- 
ford to pay a contribetion tothe republic,” or they 
will be drafted into one of the regiments of the army ; 


if not, they shall be sent to the field and compelled to 
work. 


Morrauity. One hundred and four persons died 
in the city of New York in the week ending 23rd 
December; of these 23 were by consumption and se- 
ven by small pox. The range of the latter disease 
was chiefly contined to the hospital, put the former, in 
New York and elsewhere, very commonly attacks 
people in the most fashionable places. 

True New York trrans. The case of Jacob Bar- 
ker, and the company found guilty with him of con- 
spiring to defraud, &c. has been removed to the su- 
preme court by acertiorari. Charles Mowatt and 
Thomas Hyatt, have been sentenced to the peniten- 
tiary foc two years, and Samuel F. Lambert and 
Henry B. Lambert sentenced each for one year.. Tho- 


mas Hyatt net appearing, his recognizanee was for- | 


feited. 

Certain proceedings had in the trial’ of Barker and 
the rest, are objected te as having been illegal. The 
effect of the writ of certiorari may be to grant a new 
trial. 

IMPORTANT DeEcIsION. The high court of errors in 
New York, the senate of the state sitting as such 
court, has decided it to be usury. in the case of the 
bank of Utica vs. Philip Wager, because that, in dis- 
counting the note, the bank agents retaiued the in- 
terest in advance, charged interest for the three days’ 
grace, and also because the bank agents, in comput 
mig the interest, calculated it at 30 days for each 
month, by which mode but three hundred and sixty 
cays were allowed to the year. The decision of 
“the court below” was, that the note was void on ac- 
eowntof usury. The judgment of the court below 
was affirmed in the court of errors, by 15 votes to 8 

The universa! practice of banks, we believe, has 
accorded with that which is placed in bar to the pay- 
went of a note discounted—and the usage, we should 
think, ought to have excluded the defendant from the 
benefit of his plea. It will unhinge the state of so- 
ciety, and, we fear, be productive of imcatculable 
inischief. Many persons wiil gladly take advantage 
of any thing to avoid a compliance with their con- 
tracts. 





—_—_—_— 


Tue Bank or THe U.S. has declared a dividend of 


three per cent. out of the profits of the last six months, | 


which will be paid after the Lith inst. 

ELecTions AND ELECTIONEERING. Mr. Noble has 
heen re-elected a senaivr of the United States from 
Indiana, tor six years, irom the 4th of March next. 
There were three candidates olfered, and four ballots 
taken im the joint meeting of the legislature, as foi- 
lows: 


Ballot !st. 2d. Sd. 4th. 
Mr. Noble, g2 35 38 40 
Mr. Blackford, 24 24 26 28 
Mr. Jennings, 22 20 15 10 


}t is asserted that all the candidates were friendly 
to tie administration. Mr. Jencings is one of the 
members of the house of representatives from Indi- 
wow, aod“ dir, Black‘ord was on the Adams electoral 
ticket.” 


s 


.sident to make—but the governor of Georgia had 





‘been disappointed. 


‘strument, it may be expected that Georgia will meet 





| or mistaken one, but on the contrary it has been ual- 


a 
—_— 


The resolution offered, some time ago, in the house 
of representatives of Georgia, recommending z-uera} 
Jackson to the people of the United States, as a can- 
didate for the presidency, was ealted up by the mo- 
ver on the 12th ult. and finally passed, 101 votes in 
favor, and 9 against it. 

A meeting of 137 members of both branches of the 
legislature of South Carolina was heid at Columbia 
on the 19th ult. at which the following resoiution 
was passed— 

Resolved, That the state of South Carolina wil\ 
support general 4dndrew Jackson as the next president 
of the United States. 

The names of the members were called, and there 
were present 108 representatives and 29 sevators— 
of these 135 voted for the resolution and two against 
it. Absent 27 members, many of whom are stated 
as known to be friendly to the eleetion of the genera). 

Though the new senator from Alabama has taken his 
seat, the papers of that state teem with warm artivles 
respecting the election. 





ee 





Unitep States anp Georcia. When in the last 
Recister, we published the Jetter of the secretary ot 
war to gov. Broup, dated 27th Nov. 1826, we had 
notseen,or at least inadvertantly passed, the following 
message of the governor, on communicating tho 
same to the legisiature of Georgia: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Geo. 
Milledgeville, 9th Dec 1826. 

I take great pleasure in communicating to the Ie~- 
gislature, a despatch, this morning received from tie 
secretary of war of the United States, by which it 
will be seen that the hope expressed in the me\sage 
of the 7th ult. that our differences with the general 
government approached to a termination, has not 
It now appears to have been the 
intention of the parties to the instrument called the 
new treaty, that Gecrgia, should acquire all the 
Creek lands, within her limits, and as it is the inten- 
tion which must control the construction of that in- 


with no further obstacle to. the occupation and set 
tlement of the whole country. Ifthe governor of 
Georgia has committed the most serious mistake im- 
puted to him in this despateh, he would have receiv- 
ed the president’s rebuke with thankfulness, because 
nuthing could be more desirable to him than such & 
correction of the mistake, as ithas pleased the pre- 


committed no mistake. If the government of the 
United States believed they had acquired all the lands, 
when in fact they bad not, the mistake was theirs, 
notours. We believed that all the lands were not 
acquired, and so the fact is according to the admis- 
sion of the president himself. The boundary of the 
new treaty is on the face of it described to be a per- 
manent not a temporary boundary, and it is guaran- 
teed as perrounent by the authority of the United 
States. Taking the language of the new treaty for 
his guide, the governor of Georgia cannot mistake 
that language. It was not permitted to that ollicer 
to infer intentions whieh the Janguage disavowed, 
and of which he could know nothing but from the 
language. For the first time and in the despatch of 
ihe secretary of war, the governmentof the United 
States has thought proper to disclose to the govern- 
ment of Georgia, those intentions, although so long 
ago as the ilih of Feb. last, it was made known to 
the president, tuft ifsuch a boundary were establish- 
ed by the treaty, it would be considered a perma- 
nent boundary, and of course in viviation of the 
constitution of Georgia. A declaration which has 
since that time been repeated again and again, with- 
out any intimation from the government of the Unit- 
ed States, thet such an inference was au erroneous 
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formiy insisted that the new treaty was the supreme 
jaw and would be @arried strictly into effect, no au- 
thority Was recognized as competent to establish a 
boundary for Georgia, but that of Georgia herself; 
and the government of Alabama, the only other 
party in interest, acknowledged as such by the 
United States, was long since given to understand 
‘that, that boundary once established by Georgia, 
would be considered good for Georgia, until a better 
could be shewn. It is not necessary for the presi- 
dentto anticipate difficulties between Georgia and 
Alabama—the difficulties have not occurred, and we 
trust they will not occur. In the mean time, the 
boundary as established by Georgia cannot be con- 
sidered by the United States as any other than the 
true boundary, and until Georgia end Alabama shall 
concur in establishing a different one, it must be so 
considered by all the parties concerned. 

(Signed ) G. M. Troup. 





Marytanp. Joseph Kent, esq. has been, with only 2 
dissenting votes, re-elected governor of this state— 
receiving 84 votes out of 86; and for the council, bir. 
Gabby had 81, Mr. Steuart 73, Mr. Scott 51—Mr. 
Martin 53, and Mr Jones 45. ‘These were elected— 
the three first from the western and the two last from 
the eastern shore. Messrs. Scott and Jones are in 
the place of Messrs. Archer and Steele, who declined 
are-election. The other geatlemen proposed were, 
Mr. Chesley, who received 39 votes, and Mr. Duval, 
who received 12 votes for the westera shore mem- 
bers, and Messrs. Hayward and Parker who receiv- 
ed each 39 for the eastern shore members of the 
council. 

The executive message isa valuable paper. To all 
the necessary details which has hitherto almost ex- 
éclusively occupied sach messages in Maryland, js ad- 
ded the expression of opinions and recommendation 
of measures, and an assumption of that responsibility 
which justly belongs aud should always appertain to 
this branch of the government. It speaks well in fa- 
vor of internal improvement, and we are quite wil- 
ling to place its arguments, and suggestions on this 
subject in opposition to those of other executives who 
view this great matter inadifferentlight. For a part, 
at least, of this nressage we shall make room as soon 
we can. 

Sourn Carona. Colwnbia, Dec. 18. A preamble 
and resolutions from the senate was read by the 
speaker, appropriating the sum of ten thousand dol- 
lars of six per cent. stock, redeemable in the year 
1850, to the legal representatives, for the benefit of 
the heirs of Tuomas Jerrerson. On the motion be- 
ing put, they passed unanimously, without a dissent- 
ing voice. They had passed the senate with nearly 





the samé unanimity. They are in the following 
words: ; 
When in the course of human events, Providence | 
raises up, from time to time, men whose talents have , 
an influence on the country, and on the age in which 
they irive—and when such men have devoted their 
talents through a jong life, faithfully and beneficially | 
‘o the welfare and prosperity of their fellow citizens, | 
posterity will owe for such devotion and such serv:- | 
ves a debt of gratitude which it ought to be proud to| 
acknowledge. And if it should happen that men so! 
highly gifted have been called into the employment | 
of their country, have been commanded to sacrifice 
theie time, their labor, their talents, to her advantage, 
have been placed in situations of expense even by 
the performance of their public avocations, it would 
Seem to be obligatory on the nation to make some 
remuneration for such pure and exalted merit. It 
will be a melancholy retrospect to remember that il- 
lustrious men who have given themselves to their! 
country, whe have protected her rights, guarded ter , 
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institutions, muliiplied her resources, and elevated 
her character, should beqneath to their families no- 
thing but the recollection of their services, and the 
feeling of their privation and their ruin. 

Such has been the history of Taomas Jerrerson, 
the author of the Declaration of Independence, the 
uniform, efficient supporter of 6ur rights, the faith- 
ful servant of the public, through ali the bright days 
of his long and taborions life. Jerrenson, the bene- 
factor of this nation, and an honor to the age jo whic 
he lived, has left to his family nothing but the reco} . 
lection of his deeds; and his honor, and the gratitude 
of his country. Let not that gratitude be cold and 
inefficient; let it not be wasted in words nor evapo- 
rated in eulogies. The claims of Mr Jerfrerson, are 
even doubled on this nation; for the elevation on 
which he was placed, from the rank he held in the 
annals of that country, drew dround him a crowd of 
visiters from every quarter of the civiliaed world, and 
obliged hith in the exercise of a necessary, though 
frugal hospitality, to impair his reduced and neglect- 
ed meang. 

It becomes the generation who owe so much ta his 
active wisdom and virtue, to repair this misfortuve to 
his family. Let it not be said that such examples 
may be dangerous. Claims and services like those 
of Mr. Jefferson, occur but rarely in the histgry of a 
nation; and if they should occur again in ours, Jet us 
rather boast that we have such a precédent on our 
annals; 

Beit therefore resolved, by the legislature of South 
Carglina; one of the constituent members of this re- 
public, That the sum of ten thousand dojiars, in six 
per cent. stock, redeemable in the year 1850,be Yans- 
mitted to the legal representatives of Mr. Jefferson, 
for the benefit of his right heirs, as a testimony of its 
gratitude for the services of their illustrious parent. 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be trans- 
mitted to the legislatures of the different states 
throughout our upion. , 

&C The preceding act appears to have passed ay 
by acclamation. The yeas and nays were cailed for, 
but it required the rising of seven members to sustain: 
it—when four had risen there were cries of “shame, 
shame”’—two others rose, and six were up—“We 
will surrender our pay bills,” exclaimed severuai 
voices! The seventh not rising, the speaker declar- 
ed that the ayes and noes were hot demanded, and 
then there appears to have been ‘ta shout that echoed 
tbrough the house’’—evidence, indeed, of the noble 
feeling that prevailed, but the shew of which had 
better been deferred until the house had adjourned; 
when the gravest member might have joined in ma- 
nifesting his exultation at this doing of the legislature 
of South Caralina. 


— 


Onto, The whole revenue of this state, for ths 


‘last year, by taxation, amounted to 366,915 dollars. 


The “Cirelevitle Herald” says, it. may be inté- 
resting to our readers to knew the objects of iaxs- 
tion, which have yielded this revenue, and the pur- 
poses to which itis applied. We therefore furnis,. 
the foilowing aggregate: 

Acres of taxable land in state 

Valuation, including buildings worth 
$200 $35,217,005 

Value of town lots, including buildings 
as above 


13, 763,5 is 


4,082,114 


131,956 horses, valued at 4,878,245 

252,544 neat cattle, valued at 2,028,32: 

Merchants’ capital 2,162,113 
Amount of state tax $106,669 
County do. 187,563 
Road do. 31,846 
Township de. 22,234 
| School do. 19,613 
Total $366.91. 
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LATEST NEWS. 

By an arrival, at N. York, Paris papers of the 19th 
Nov. have been received. The following are the 
chief things mentioned. The Turkish empire seems 
in a very unsettled state, in consequence of the pro- 
ceedings against the Janissaries, which bad produc- 
ed aciual resistanee in many places. New plots 
@gaiust the sultan are spoken of. Decapitations are 
frequent. It is reported that the Turkish fleet had 
again proceeded against Samos, and that 5,000 fresh 
troops bad arrived from Egypt to act against the 
Greeks. | 

A Paris paper of Nov. 18, says—A duel had been 
fought in the environs of St. Owen, between a youn: 
lawyer, and the agent of the pasha of Egypt. They 
were on horseback armed each with a sabre. Bot 
were wounded, and the Egyptian fell from his horse, 
but neither was suppused to be mortaily wounded. 
They fought after the manner of ancient cavaliers 

Personal assaults and robberies often take piace in 
the streets of Paris. Another great victory over the 
Persians has been gained by the Russians, for which 
a Te Dewm was chaunted at St Petersburg. The 
Russians, however, it seems, hardly calculate upon 
the blotting of Persia from the map in a single cam 
paign, but they will probably do it very speedily if 
not arrested by the interposition of Engiaud, for 
the sake of her East India possessions. 

A French frigate and schooner had visited Algiers 
to demand explanations relative to captures made of 
vesseis of the pope—the day insisted on the payment 
of the sums due him by the papal government, and 
so the matter rested for the present. The Alge. 
rinesare capturing many Spanish vessels, to keep up 
a supply of slaves, and, by their sale, make up the 
arrearages due from Spain. This branch of the 
slave trade excites much feeling in those who carry 
off slaves from Africa. Such is the difference between 
to and from. 

The British cabinet is sapposed to be earnestly en. 
gaged in considering the distressed state of the manu- 
facturing districts. 

Portugal appears to be settling down into a state 
of political tranquility. Spain becomes more aud 
more miserabie. 

Brazil The port of Rio Janeiro lately presented 
a beautiful sight—for besides the imperial squadron, 
a British aod French squadron, and the U. S. frigate 
Brandywine and sloop Vincennes, were lying in the 
harbor; and the salutes given and returned be- 
tween the shipping and the forts had a fine effect. 
Kio is full of troops, said to amount to more than 
20.090—a considerable number of whom are fighting 
machines imported from Austria. 

Buenos Ayres. We have a report that the Buenos 
Ayieaus have severely defeated the Braziiians near 
Movtevideo—that the jatter lost many in killed and 
wounded and seventeen hundred prisoners. Adimi- 
ral Brown was speedily expected witn the Chilian 
fleet. 
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Eee 
“Rip Rap Contract.” 

This famous attair, wuich excited so much enquiry 
in 1822, and caused so much and severe discussion in 
the house of representatives aid in the public papers, 
it will be cen by a letter from the vice president to 
the seuate, and his appeal to the house of represen- 
tatives, in1y again become a subject for auimadver- 
sion. {be papers belonging to this matter are insert- 
ed at length in the 22 vol. of ihe Reaisrer—(see pa 
ges 251 and 279)—and are very convenient for re- 
ference. 

We shali, because of the feeling which a proceed- 
ing like that now before us is naturaliy calculated to 
excite, collect and publish the articies which. led to 








comment, except to express a regret that the vicg 
president of the United States has feit it proper to re- 
pel charges prefered on the authority of Mr. Elijah 
Mix, [see vol. 22, page 263, for the depositions of Mr. 
Hone, late mayor of New York, and William Van 
Hook, Esq] but in matters of private character or 
personal fee.ing, every one must be the judge for him. 
self, We musi, however, suppose that the vice pre- 
sident has not acted advisedly in presuming that Mix’s 
letter has been made the ‘‘vasis of an oillicial act,» 
except in its operation against Mix himself; and in 
staliagthat that letter was ‘placed among the records, 
‘S @ tus ing stigioa-on his character.”’ The high and 
Honorable reputation o the present secretary of war, 
we think, ought to have torvidden the quasi assump- 
tion of such facts, unless on grounds very different, 
indeed, from those which are warranted by the pub- 
licstion in thefAiexandria paper. Accerding to that 
pubncation, Mix was deemed unworthy of confidence 
for having made the offensive charge against Mr, 
Calhoun. The further light exbivited, in the progress 
of this affair, shail be fuily stated. It may de proper to 
add, that major Vandeventer, chiet clerk of the war 
department, had an interest in Mix’s contract, and, it 
appears, with the knowledge of Mr. Calhoun, who ob. 
served, ‘‘that there was no Jaw to probibit it, but it 
might expose him [Vandeventer] to improper tnsinu- 
ations; ‘tand that Vandeventer, therefore, retired 
from the contract in a few months,” as is stated by 
himself.—See page 262; but that Mr. Calhoun had 
any personal pecuniary interest in the affair, we ne- 
ver supposed, and cunnot entertain the slightest idea 
of, though we would that he had forbidden his chief 
clerk ,or any other person under him, from having such 
interest in it—ali these, in either department, cannot 
have any rightful business in contracts made with the 
department to which they may belong, or, indeed, 
in any other public contract whatsoever. But this is 
more a question of general policy than of special 
consideration, and it is not necessary to discuss it 
now. The committee raised in the house of repre- 
sentatives on this subject reported {May 7, 1822—ses 
page 251, vol. 22.) and recommended, that **no fur- 
ther appropriations to be expended under the con 
tract with Eiijah Mix, ought to be made.” 
From the Alezandria Phenix Gazetle,of Dec. 28, 1826. 
Most of our readers, we presume, have either heard 
or read of the celebrated Elijah Mix, whose name has 
been so often associated with Castle Caihoun and the 
Rip Raps. This distinguished personage’ has again 
made his appearance in the political world, much te 
tue aunoyauce, however, of those who contributed, 
and were still endeavouring to contribute, to his for- 
tune and consequence. He bas kicked up a dust In 
Washington, from which the whole tribe of his late 
associates are flying in every direction, denouncing 
him with an intensity of bitterness, equailed only by 
inat of their previous friendship. It appears that the 
war department was yesterday about to close a con- 
tract fur a further supply of stone necessary to the 
completion of the fortutications at O/d Point Comfort, 
and that this same Elijah Mix had made the lowest 
proposals; but just when he and some of his particu 
iar friends in tue department thought that every thing 
was aS snug as heart could wish, a gentleman oppor- 
tunely arrived trom New York, aod as the Roavoke 
senator would say, blew them sky high, sir! sky high!! 
The gentleman alluded to is the author of several 
articles signed Huncock, (which appeared in the New 
York papers,) scrutivizing the official conduct of 
Mr. Caihouo, while secretary of war. To this gen- 
tleman Elijah Mix addressed a letter, under date of 
ihe Ist of November, 1825, charging Mr. Cailioun aod 
Mr. Vandeveauter, of the war depariment, with 4 di- 
rect participation in the notorious Rip-Rap contract, 
and stating Uiat he had the receipt of the latter gen: 


XQ, dorthe pave antedigence, wud give them without eman for $19,507, a portion of which was declare, 
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i for Me Calhoun’s use = The ietter was 
er veonfidential;”” but Hancock, not choosing to 
consider it so, communicated it yesterday to the se- 
cretary of war, who immediately rejected Mix’s pro- 
posals, deeming him unworthy to be a party toacon.- 
tract, and thinking, probably, that such a man might 
have the hardihood, hereafter, to make an attempt 

is reputation. 
UP Oe eave precured & Copy of the letter, which will 
be found below, verbatim et literatin. What course 
will be pursued in regard to it, we cannot say. But 
it is rumored that acail will be made for it by the 
senate to-day. For ourselves, we acquit Mr. Cal- 
houn of apy participation in the profits of contracts 
made by him; but we are not disposed to acquit him of 
connivance, nor can we disbelieve the charge in rela- 
tion to Mr. Vandeventer, who is the brether.in law 
of Mix, until he shall have vindicated his character, 
and punished Mix for so unprincipled an outrage. 
; Georgetown, November 1, 1825. 
TO THE AUTHOR OF HANCOCK. 
if any information is wanted on the subject of Mr. 


Calhoun’s infidelity, | have it in my power, 1 think, | 


to furnish you matter sufficient to awaken any unbi- 


assed mind, that he was concerned in the Rip Rap! 


contract, either directly or indirectly; and 1 have arrived, in the reading, to that part of the letter in 
written letters of Vandeventer’s which most positive- | 


jy mention, that he [Calhoun] was engaged, and re- 
ceived some portion of the contract. I knew that 
Vandeventer was making a traffic of it, and I repre- 


sented to him [Calhoun] the injustice of compelling | him and observed that that was a foul caluinny on 
me to pay the amount of the advance which Vande-| 


yenter had received. He told me his decision was 
final, and that there was no appeal—although he 
must have known the injustice of the decision, and I 
gave him, at the same time, a receipt which I had re- 
ceived from Vandeventer, which he [Calhoun] refus- 
edtoreceive. Let me hear from you as early as 
possible, and state what way I shall direct you. 
Your obedient, E. MIX. 

N B. On the subject of general Swift, you are mis- 
informed; and I cau put youin the way to know ano- 
ther person whom you have not suspected. 

The National Intelligencer of the 29th published 
the following note, addressed to the editors: 

Having seen a publication in the Alexandria Ga- 
zelte of this date, purporting to be a copy of a let- 
ter addressed by me to some person in New York, | 
take the earliest opportunity publicly to pronounce 
that publication not to be a true copy of any letter 
penned by me. BE. MIX. 

28ih December, 1826. 

The Alexandria Gazette of the same daysaid— 

“tn Mix’s letter to “‘Hancock,” which we publish- 
ed yesterday, the amount of the receipt, said to have 
been given by Vandeventer to Mix, was accidently 
omitted in copying. It was $19,500, as stated in our 
remarks which preceded the letter. We find, also, 
that the date Was the second instead of the first of No- 
vember, 1825 Jt is presumed wiih these correc- 
Uons to be a “true copy.” 


The remarks of the “‘Gazette” of the 30th, on Mix’s 
note, were as follows: 
“Mix has addressed a note to the editors of the 
National Intelligencer, denying that the letter pub. 
lished by us is “a true copy of any letter penned by 
him;” but the miserable attempt at evasion will avail 
him nothing. it was our intention to give a “true 
copy,” and we thought, until the next day, that we 
had done so. We did not, however, and we yester- 
day corrected an error, which, though unimportant, 
+ room for equivocation. Besides the omission of 
the “$19,500,” which was the amount of the receipi 
S'ven by Vandeventer to Mix, we understand that the 
+nterpolation of Mr. Calhoun’s name in brackets, ha- 








been objected ts The word [Calhoun] was in- 
serted by us several times, in order to make the let- 
ter intelligible toevery reader; and, by putting the in- 
terpolations in brackets, we intended to convey the 
idea that they were not in the original letter. We 
were understood by every intelligent reader, and 
Mix bas only aggravated his folly, by resorting to 
subterfuge so easily ex:- sed. 

&tC_= The subsequent article, received since the 
preceeding was prepared, justifies the opinion which 
we had formed— : 

The National Journal of Wednesday last, speaking 
of Mr. Calhoun’s letter to the house of representa- 
tives, gives the following statement— 

Elijah Mix, among others, had made proposals at 
the war department for a supply of materials to com. 
plete the public works at Old Point Comfort. The 
offer of Mix was the lowest, and, of course, he was. 
entitled to the contract, if no objection existed. But 
when the contract was about to be concluded, Mr. 
Satterlee Clark, who had recently arrived in the city 
from New York, called on the secretary of war, and 
asked leave to read him a letter which he had receiv- 
ed from Mix, dated November 2, 1825. When be had 


which it was stated that there was evidence to show 
that Mr. Calhoun had had participation in the benee 
fits of a former contraet in the department, while he 
himself was at the head ofit, Mr Barbour interrupted 


the character of his predecessor in office. Clark re- 
plied that it was so; and that his object in read- 
ing the letter to the secretary was that such a ealum- 
niator might not bave another contract in the depart- 
ment This, we understand, was at Mr. Barbeur’s 
dwelling-house. On going to the department, and re- 
flecting on the subject, he came to the conclusion that 
Mix was not a proper person to deal with, and gave. 
accordingly the contract to the next bidder, and 
immediately returned the letter to Clark. It was not 
lodged on the files of the department, nor was any 
copy kept of it. The copy used for publication by 
the newspapers was obtained, we suppose, from 
Clark himself. These are the facts as we have un- 
derstood them, and as we believe they exist. 

The occurrence having become known, and the 
letter itself being published, Mr. Calhoun on Friday 
made his communication to the house. =P 


ay 


_ Documents, 


FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, (ACCOMPANYING THD 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.) ! 
No. 14* 
To Albert Gallatin, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenivotentiary of the United States, London; 
DePARTMENT OF SrarTe, 
Washington, 1 ith November, 1826. 

Sin: Agreeably to the intimation given in my let. 
ter, under date the Sist ultimo, I proceed to com- 
inunicate to you the view which has been taken here 
of the official note of bis Britannic majesty’s princj- 
pal secretary of state for foreign affairs, addressed te 
you on the 11th September last. 

If the British government bad contented itself with. 
simply announcing, in that note, its determination no 
longer to treat with that of the Uniied States, on the 
intercourse with the British colonies, however unex- 
pected by us such a determination would have been, 
we might have felt ourselves bound silently to acqui- 
esce in the declared pleasure of his Britannic majes- 





* This despatch was transmitted to Mr. Gallatin. 
prior to the receipt of his answer of the 22d Septem. 
ber, to Mr. Canning’s note of the llth of the same 


| month. 
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ty’s government. Two parties, at icast, are necessar | 
ry to the conduct of any negotiation, and if one abso- 
lutely declines treating, the other, of necessity, must 
abide by his decision ‘But the British government, 
not satisfied with merely communicating the fact of 
jts resolution no longer to negotiate with the United 
States for an arrangement of the colonial trade, which 
might reconcile the interes's and wishes of both par- 
ties, brings forward new principles, to some of which 
‘we cannot subscribe, ond seek to cast upon us the 
dlame of the want of success which has attended past 
endeavors to effect that object, which we cannot ad- 
mit. The frankness which has ever characterized all 
our correspondence with the British government, re- 
quires that our objections to those principles, and 
unr dissent from such an imputation, should be re- 
spectfully stated. In doing this, I will begin witha 
brief statement of certain general propositions, which 
are supposed to be incontestible. ~ ' 

' It is the undoubted right of every nation to prohi- 
hit or allow foreign commerce with all, or any part, 
of its dominions, wherever situated, and whatever 
may be.their denominations, parental or colonial, or 
the modes of government in the respective parts. It 
may prescribe for itself the conditions on which the 
Joreign trade is tolerated; but these conditions are not 
obligatory upon other nations; unless they, in some 
form, assent:to thém. All such conditions, in respect 
io foreign: powers, are in the nature of proposals, 
which they are as free to accept or decline, as the 
other party was to tender them. If a nation has colo- 
nies, it may unquestionably reserve to itself, exclu- 
sively; the right of trading with them. 

But, it cannot be admitted, that, in regard to foreign 
powers, there is any thing in the nature and condition 
of colonies, or in:the relation which subsists between 
them and the country to which they belong, which 
distinguishes the power of regulating their commerce 
trom that which is exercised over the parent coun 
try. That parent country may have its motives of 
jeslousy or :poliey for a rigorous exclusion of all in- 
rercourse between its colonies and foreigners. But 
the moment it chooses (o relax and optn its colonial 
ports te a foreign trade, whether the relaxation is 
raoved by a temporary or permanent interest or ne- 
cessity, the right is acquired by foreign states, to ex- 
mine and judge for themselves, the conditions on 
which they ure proposed io be admitted, and to re- 
ject or accept them accordingly. This right of fo- 
reign nations is conceded, in the official note which 
1 am considering, when the colonial power is urged, 
hy the pressure of immediate wants, to throw open, 
For ‘atime, its colonial ports, but is denied when it 
chooses..to open them permanently. The right, in 
noth instances, rests upon the same ground, and that 
is, that in all commercial exchanges, national or in- 
dividual, the partes ‘to them are equal, and have the 
same independent power of judging, each for him- 
celf; and there is much more reason, on account of 
the greater duration of the interest, that the right in 
question should be exercised in a permanent than a 
temporary trade. 

All commerce is founded upon mutual convenience 
and advantage. And this principle is equally appli- 
cable to a commerce with colonial possessions, und 
with the country to which they belong, or to any 
other country. In trading with any colonies, we have 
no more imagined that a privilege had been gratui- 
tously conceded.to us, than that we had made such.a 
concession to the colonial power, in allowing its col- 
enies to trade with the United States... it cannot, 
therefore, be admitted, that any other compensation 
is due fram the United States to Great Britain, fer the 
permission to trade with her colonies, than that which 
spring: from the mutual exchanges which are the ob- 
ject of that and of all commerce. If the prosecution 


4of eny given trade be found, upon experiment, un- 


see ° 


| 
| 





profitable to eitheir party, that party will no longer 
pursue it; and we may safely confide in the discern. 
ment of individuals to repress or stimulate a venture 
according to the loss or gain which may be incident 
to it. The British government, fully sensible of this 
salutary law, was supposed, in the recent liberal com- 
merciaé policy which it professed to have intended, 
by the example of her homage, to have inculcated its 
observance upon all nations. 

The idea, that the admission into colonial ports of 
foreign vessels, is a boon granted by the parent 
country, that is, a benefaction without equivalent, js 
as new as it is extraordinary. In that intercourse 
which has been allowed by the British government 
between its colonies and the United States, never 
fully opened, sometimes entirely closed, and when 
reluctantly admitted, fettered by numerous restric- 
tions, we recognise any thing butaboon. The lead. 
ing motive which appears to have actuated the Bri- 
tish government, in respect to the exchange of Ame- 
rican and colonial produce, has been to se}l here, 
what could be sold, if sold at all, no where else so 
profitably, and to buy of us exactly so much as she 
could obtain no where else, at least so prvfitably. 

On our ‘side, whenever the trade has been open, 
there have been no restrictions, a3 to the objects of 
exportation fromthe United States te tue British 
colonies. An enumeration here of the numerous 
prohibitions and restrictions on the British side, up. 
on articles both of colonia) and American produce, 
woyld extend this paper to a most unreasonable 
length And with respect to the transportation of the 
subjects of this limited trade, the aim of the British 
government has been, by all its regulations, to engross 
a disproportignate sha; e. 

This intention was clearly developed in the treaty 
of 1794, and has been adhered to, with steady perse- 
verance, during the thirty-two intervening years, 
Such an intercourse deserves t6 be characterized i 
any other way than that of a British boon to the Unit- 
ed States. ! 

It cannot be admitted, that the fact, that the United 
States have no colonies, varies the principles appli- 
cable to an intercourse with the British colonies. In 
the consideration of the conditions on’ which a fo- 
reign trade shall be tolerated it is of no consequence 
what name, or what government, a state may choose 
to bestow on the several parts of its dominions. Same 
of the territories of the United States are governed 
by peculiar Jocal forms, ‘altogether mE from 
those of the states of the confederacy; but we have 
-pever contended that this anomaly ought to affect the 
regulation of our commercial intercourse with fo- 
reign powers. A country having no colomes may be 





so situated as to aflord the same kind of productions, 
'as both another country and its calonies. And there 
'may be agreater difference in the nature and value 
of the productions of two different countries, neither 
of which have colonies, than exist between those of 
a country and its colonies, and another which has no 
colonies. it might as well be argued, that the facts 
of twenty-four states composing this union, entitles it 
to demand concessions from all other powers whose 
territory is not divided into an equal number of sim! 
lar parts, or that the United Kingdom, being constitut- 
ed by the union of three kingdoms, would be justi 
fied in demanding, upon that ground, from any pow- 
er, composed only of a single kingdom, more than it 
granted. In all commercial intercourse between dif- 
ferent powers, the question resolves itself into one 
of profit and loss. If it be the interest of the parties 
that the trade should be allowed, it is altogether.im- 
material how those territories are governed or divid- 
ed; both have an equal right to judge of the condi- 
tions of the intercourse. It would be most strange if 
the fact of a foreign state,(Sweden for example), pS: 
sessing a colony, ng matter how unimportant, entitled 
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at on ditferent principles with Great 
ag are toan intercourse with her colonies, 
ited States. 
from the Univer “pe admitted that the possession of 
colonies entitles the nation holding them, to the ex- 
clusive enjoyment of the circuitous navigation be- 
tween the parent country, and a foreign country, 
through any or all of those colonies, upon the ground 
of its being the prosecution of a coasting trade, which 
+3 understood to have been taken by Great Britain. 
if the connection between the United Kingdom and | 
its numerous colonies is to be regarded in the light 
of that of a continuous coast, it must be allowed that 
this coast has very great extent. It passes around 
Cape Horn, doubles the Cape of Good Hope, crosses 
the Atlantic Ocean, penetrates almost every sea, 
touches every continent, and encir les the Globe. A 
colonial coasting trade, of this universal reach, presents 
none of the properties of an ordinary coasting trade, 
except that of the identity of sovereign power. The 
foundation on which nations are supposed to reserve 
to themselves, exclusively, their own coasting trade, 
isnot merely that of monopoly, but principally be. 
cause they are thereby better enabled to check all 
invasions of their own laws—a reason which is inap- 
piieaole to the widely dispersed condition of the 
British colonial possessions, 

Entertaining such opinions as have been herein 
stated, in regard to the power of commercial regula- 
tion, the government of the United States has al- 
ways conceived that the trade between them and the 


British colonies was open to all considerations which } 


are applicable to any gether trade, and that it was 
consequentiy a fit subject of arrangement by treaty, 
oc in any manner by which any other trade might be 
regulated. Great Britain may, undoubtedly, if she 
pleases, deny to herself the advantage of consulting 
with foreign powers, through the accustomed organs 





of intercourse, as to the conditions on which, with 
mutual benefit, the trade may be carried on. 


States, and the nature of the:r respective elimates 
and productions, are eminently favorabie to a mutu- 
ally beneficial commerce between them. From their 
proximity to the United States, they find their con- 
venience in drawing from us those perishable and 
bulky articles which they want, rather than from 
more distant countries. If the West India islands 
were situated on the European, instead of the Ameri- 
can side of the Atlantic ocean, and Europe could 
supply as cheaply and abundantly the same deserip- 
tion of articles as the United States, the British West 
india colonies would prefer obtaining their necessary 
suppties from Europe. The United States contribute 
to other West India colonies, in as great extent, and 
share in the navigation between them as largely, as 
they do in their intercourse with those of Great Bri- 
tain. This is the effect of the law of proximity. If 
itbe a monopoly, it has emanated from ao human 
power, but from a much higher source. Far irom 
vepiniog at the dispensations of Providence, nations, 
contented with the portion of his bounty which hes 
been allotted to each, would do well to acquiesce, 
with ebeerful submission, in the arrangements of the 
universe, which, in his wisdom, he has thought pro- 
per to order. 

The United States have never made it a subject of 
serious complaint that, for the indulgence which their 
laws have granted of unrestricted liberty of importa- 
tion or exportation of whatever is produced or manu- 
factured in the United States, or in the British cclo- 
nies, respectively, they have been met, in return, with 
a long catalogue of prohibitions and restrictions, in- 
cludiog some of the stsple commodities on both sides. 
Although they have desired the abolition of those re- 
strictions, they have leftit to the sole and undisturb- 
ed consideration of the British government, whether 
the prosperity of their colonies themselves, would 
not be best promoted by the application to the inter- 
course, of those liberal principies, which have ob- 


But if| tained the sanction of the present enlightened age. 
she chooses to restrict herself to the single mode of 


The government of the United States has contented 


regulating it by act of parliament, it caunot be admit-| itseif with insisting that, circumscribed as the trade 
ted either that such restrictions is a necessary con-| has been, according to the pleasure of the British go- 
sequence from the nature of colonies, or, as will be| vernment, the reguiation of the navigation employed 


hereafter shown, ‘hat it is in accordance with the| 


pracuee of the British government itself 


in it should be founded on principles of reciprocity, 
so as to allow fair competition between the vessels 


The British secretary of state alleges that in 1822,) of the two countries 


the British government opened the colonial inter-| The position now assumed, that colonial trade with 
course to us, and withheld it from all other powers; , foreign states is not a ft subject for negotiation with 
that, in effect, we thereby acquired a monopoly in| those states, but belongs excluscvely to the regula- 
the supply of the consumption of the British West! tion of the parent country, is entirely new. Itis not 
indies; but that Great Britain did not preclude her- | sustained by the practice of other powers having co- 
self from the right to open her colanral ports to other lonies It is not sustained by the practice of Greet 
nations, whenever it might suit her purposes. We_ Britain herself; and this brings me to the considera- 
did not ask that Great Britain should shut her calo | too of whit has passed between the two goverr- 
nial ports to other powers. The occlusion was, no; ments in relation to this trade. 

doubt, in consequence of the estimate which she| They negotiated on that subject, togo no further 
made of her own interests, without any intention to| back, in the year 1794. Their negotiations resulted 
confer an exclusive benefit upon us, as the opening in the {2th article of the treaty of amity, commerce, 
of them by the act of 1825 is according to a similar and navigation, which was then concluded. The very 
estimate. We have no right to complain, and never fact of treating, between two independent states, im- 
have complained, that Great Britain seeks for the pites the right in each of considering and determining 
United Kingdom and for its colonies the best markets | in the mutual propositions which may be offered. The 
lor sale and purchase, any more than we anticipate | two powers again negotiated on the same subject in 
any complaint from ber, if, when we are driven from; 1796, and because the government of the United 
her colonial ports, we should exercise the like liber- | States did not conceive that the concessions of Great 
ly. Ifshe has reason to felicitate herself that, by the| Britain, contained in tne 12th article of the aoa ot 
course of events, she is enabled to draw from other, 1794, were equivalent to the concessions on their 
Sources those supplies which her colonies had been! side, it was annulled. They again negotiated in 1815, 
in the habit of obtaining from the United States, we: and actually entered into stipulations which, as you 


ave, perhaps, occasion for equal congratulation that, 
by the same or other events, markets have been 
opened to us, which may be found ample substitutes 
te those which it is her pleagure to close against us. 
_ -\8 to the monopoly which it is alleged we have en- 
Joyed, it should be observed that the relative position 
vi tie British West India pejonges tq the United 





well know, form a part of the convention of the 
third of July, of that year, for the reguiation of the 
British East India trade; but, not being able to enme 
to any agreement, in regard to the British West Incia 
trade, it was left to the two countries to regulate ths 
subject by their respective laws. On that occasion, 
it was stated by lord Castlereagh, that the British g¢- 
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vernment would not regard as unfriendly, any mea- 
sure which the United States might think it expedi- 
ent to put into operation for the regulation of that 
trade. And, to guard against all misconception, it is 
moreover expressly provided, in the treaty itself, 
that “the intercourse between the United States and 

bis Britannic majesty’s possessions in the West In- 

dies, and on the continent of North America, shall 

not be affected by any of the provisions of this arti- 

cle, but each party shall remain in the complete pos- 

session of its rights with respect to such an inter- 

course.”” With what propriety, then, can it be af- 

firmed, that, ‘‘to withhold from the ship of a country 

having colonies, trading from the mother country to 

a foreign state, under 4 regular treaty between the 

two countries, the right of clearing for another port 

belonging to that mother country, in another part of 
the world, is an injury’—ao injury, ‘“‘wndoubtedly in 

deviation from the spirit of the treaty?” The regu- 

lar treaty referred to, excludes, by its positive terms, 

ali regulation of the intercourse between the United 

States and the British colonies in the West Indies. 

And yet it is contended, that Great Britain has the 

right, according to the spirit of the treaty, not only 

ig the benefit of the application of its provisions, toa 

subject which it alone professes to regulate, but to 

have them applied also to another subject, which is 

expressly declared not to be regulated, and as to 
which both parties are left in the ‘complete posses- 

sion” of all their rights. And this is insisted upon, 

in behalf of Great Britain, without any correspond- 

ing privilege on the part oftae United States If the 
treaty be competent to carry a British vessel through 
the British West India ports to the United States, and 
vice versa, whilst under similar circumstances, those 
ports are toremain shut, by British authority, against 
a vessel of the United States, it would equally entitle 
such British vessel to pass through the ports of any 
and every country upon the globe, to and from the 
United States. The United States might, without 
any violation of the convention of 1815, interdict al! 
intercourse with the British West Indies, direct or 
circuitous. And surely the right to adopt the stronger 
and more comprehensive, includes the choice of the 
weaker measure, that of prohibiting to be done, by 
British vessels, what Great Britain prohibits, under 
analagous circumstances, American vessels from do 

ing. It is alleged that right, from the enjoyment of 
which we are interdicted by British regulation, ne- 
vertheless existed in Great Britain antecedently to 
any treaty, and at a period when no claim to any 
trade to British colonies had even been whispered 
by the United States. As a right it never existed one 
moment, since the independence of the United States. 
if the privilege were exercised, it was from their mo- 
deration and by their sufferance. Since that epoch 
we are unaware of any period of time, when the 
United States did not claim a reciprocal intercourse 
‘with the British ny tppiert , 

The two countriés again unsuccessfully negotiated, 
in relation to the colonial trade, in 1817, when lord 
Castlereagh submited a draft of four articles, which 
did not prove acceptable, and in 1818 and 1819, and 
finally in 1824, What was the footing of which the 
intercourse had been placed, by the laws of the two 
cuuntries, at the period of opening that last negotia 
ition, you will see by adverting to the instructions of 
ray predecessor, under date 23d June, 1923, with a 
copy of which you have been furnished. The long 
and arduous discussions which took place between 
Mr. Rush and Messrs. Huskisson and 5. Canning, in 
1824, brought the parties very near together. Each 
exchanged with the other the proposal with which he 
would be satisfied, but as they could not then agree 
upon either, it was concluded to suspend the nego- 
tiaffon, with a distinct understaoding, on both sides, 


ep 


day, [see protucol of the 25th conference, page 13 
of the printed pamphiet.} From a comparison f 
the American and British proposals [see the former 
annexed to the protocol of the third conference 
marked A, page 133 of the same pamphlet, and the 
Gritish counter-projet, marked L. page 142—see also 
the British paper marked W. page 135.) it will be 
seen— 


1. That both parties were willing to abolish al} 
discriminating duties on either side. 

2. Thatthe British government was satisfied, and 
actually offered, that the intercourse should continue 
restricted to the direct voyage, as it then was by the 
respective laws of the parties; that is to say, that an 
American vessel, clearing from the British West Ia- 
dies with their produce for an American port, should 
be required to Jaud her cargo in such port; and, on 
the other hand, a British vessel, clearing from the 
United States, with their produce, for a colonial port, 
should be required to land her cargo in such port. 
But, thirdly, the point on which the parties could 
not then agree, was, that the United States insisted 
that American produce should be admitted into the 
British colonial ports, upon the same terms as simi- 
lar produce received from any where eise; that is, 
either from a British possession or any foreign coun- 
(ry. 

Such an equal admission of our produce was con- 
tended for, in pursuance of the enactments of the 


congress of the United States in the act of March, 
1823. 

Thus the two parties amicably s parated, I repeat, with the per- 
fect understandiog of cach, that be negotiation, in which such 
encouraging progress had been made, should be resumed and 
brought to a final conclusion at some tuture day. ‘To that re 
renewed negotiation the United States had invariably looked, with 
the confident hope that, when the parties again met, they would 
be able to reconcile the only differenc: which obstructed au ad- 
justment. They wvever could have dreamt that, without the 
sipalicst previous hutice, and at the very moment of the arrival in 
Kugland of a vew American minister, fully prepared to resume 
the wegotiation, it was to Le suddenly arrested, and the new 
ground, tor the first time, caken, that the su ject iteclf was of a 
nature tu admit ef no negotiation. Evure confidence being re 
posed on the resumption of the negotiation, as the means on 
wineh both partics rehed, upon the recali of Mr. Rush, in the 
spring ot 1825,Mr. King was sent to replace him, fully empowered 
to treat on all the subjegts, (including the colonial trade), of the 
previous vegotiation. He was instructed, in the first instance 
as being a subject of more pressing urgeucy, to invoke the inter- 
position of the British government lo remove the impediments to 
the execution of the St. Peterburg convention, whieh had been 
creatd by the British comujssioner at Washi: gteon, Aud he 
was inforsued that his instructions on the objects of the suspended 
negotiation should be transoitied to him in time again to open it. 
They would have been so trausmitted, but that, upon his arrival 
in Engiand, in the month of June, 1825, he was indisposed, that ke 
learnt that his Britannic majesty was ill, avd that Mr. Canning 
was also unwell; and, morcover, that the British cabinet was dis 
persed over the island, or upon the continent, in the pursuit of 
health and recreation. Happily, his Britannic majesty, and his 
principal secretary of foreigu affairs, were restored wo health. The 
British cabinet did not re-asseinbie until the autumn of 1825, and 
Mr, King unturtuuately remained feeble anid unwell up to the pe 
riod of his return to the United States in cons: quenee of bis 10. 
disposition. If bis instructions were not forwarded to hin it was 
because it was known that he was engaged in discussions respect: 
ing the St. Petersburg cobyention, ana it was believed that bis 
languid condition did not edmit of his entering upon the discharge 
of the more arduous duty of resuming the suspended negotiation. 
It would now seein to have been altogether useless to have traps 
mitted them, the British government having made up their mid, 
trom the, passage of tbe act of parliament of July, 1825, to close 
the dour of n-getiation. Such a purpose was ut ver hinted to the 

overiiment of the U. 5,“ On the contray;, as late as 22d March, 
ikz6 Mr. Vaughan addressed an official note to this department, 
in which he stated, “1 have received mstructionsfrom his majesty * 
government to acquaiit you, that it is preparing to proceed 2 
the important ne gutiations between that-couvtry and the Uniud 
States, now placed in the hands of the American minister in Lom 
dong str. Huskisson has been already introduced to Me. R. King, 
as his majesty’s plenipotentiary and the minister of state, heving 
the deparanent of forcign affairs, has reeviyed Lis majesty’s coms 
mands, to associate Mr. Addington, late his majesty’s charge 0 
affaires in America, with Mr. Huskisson, as joint plenjpoteu ary 
on the part of Great Britain. : 

“The negotiations will, therefore, be forthwith resamed, and e 
will be for the government of the United States to judge whether, 
considering the state of the health of Mr. Rufus King, which vey 
Canuing lameats to say has been, since bis arrival in Engle? 2 
tar {rom satisigctory, will join any other negotiator in the col 








thatit should be again resumed at some convenient 


| Mission with hifn.” ~ Of the British governmecut had then intended 
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jatioD, in respect to the colonial trade, no occasion 
bs i ee ee more fit than the transmission of that note. to 
communicate such intention. So far from any such purpose being 
declared, it is formally notified to the American government that 
the British government is Preparing to proceed im the important 
negotiations, &c. and chat the negotiations will be forthwith re 
sumed, Lot course including the colonial trade.} It appears from 
the sane vote, that the British government was perfectly ae 
uninted with the feebi- coudition of Mr. King. and therefore made 
the fnendiy suggestion of assocjating some other person with 
brim to conduct the negotiation. Mr. Vaughn was verbally in- 
formed that we should prepare, 4s soun as practicable, to renew 
the negoriation, and that the state of Mr. King’s health would be 
taken iuto consideration. ‘The president did deliberate on it, and 
your willingness to be associated with Mr. King, in that public 
service, Was ascertained, 

in the mean time, end before the necessary arrangements 
could be made fur your departure, a letter from Mr. King, under 
date the 2ist of March, 1826, was received, desiring permission to 
return, Which was promptly gianted, and you were immediately 
appomted by and with the advice and consent of the senate, to 
sucered him. Without any annecessary delay, you proceeded on 

our mission, charged with instructions, framed in the most amica- 
le spirit, to renew the suspended acgotiation on all points. 

It 1s HOW necessary to turn back to the British act of parliament 
of July, 1825. ‘That act has never, to this moment, been officially 
eommunicated to the Amencan government by that of Great 
Britain, and it reached us only through other channels. 

We did not suppose, whatever may be the general terms of its 
enactments, that it was intended to be applied to the United States » 
until at least the experiment of the renewed negotiation should 
have been tried, and should have failed. We entertained tbat — 
position, because both parties, by all their correspondence and pu 
lic acts, appeared to regard the renewed negotiation as the means 
of setding the existing difference. We had other cogent reasons 
for that supposition. If the British government intended irrevo- 
eably to abide by the conditions which the act of parliament pre- 
scribed, we believed, not only that it would bave been officially 
communicated, with a uotification to that effect, but that the Bri- 
tish minister would bave been instructed to give such informa- 
tion as ‘night be] necessary to enable us clearly to comprebend,its 
provicions. 

‘This miormation to a foreign government could not be deemed 
altogether unreasonable in: respect to an act of parliament, es- 
tremely complicated, spread out into eighty-six sections, besides 
various tables, and which was accompanied by a contemporaneous 
act relatiog: to the same subject; also, containing numerous pro- 
visions, and both referring to other acts of parhament, the titles of 
somae of which are not cven recited, Not only was no such in- 
furmation ever commu nieated, but you will perceive, from the ac 
eumpanyiug correspondence with Mr. Vaughan in the last month, 
that, up to that time, he was not provided with instructions to 
afford a satistactory auswer to-the inquiry, whether, according to 
the British mterpretation of the act of parhanient, American Vessels 
may trade betweeu the British colonies and loreign countries, other 
than the United Kingdom, in like manner wsth British vessels; 
aud whether all discriminating duties and charges imp sed, either 
by the local auchorities or by the British parliament, between ves- 
stis of the United States and British vessels have been abolished. 

The importance of the latter inquiry was increased by imforma- 
tiou which had reached us, that, lately, duriug the present year, 
ihe government of Nova Scotia had passed au act by which Ame- 
rican vessels were subjected to higher duties or charges than Bri- 
tish. Dhat we sincerely believed that negotiation, and not legis- 
lation, was the means by which it was expected an arrangement 
was tu be effected by the parties, will further appear from a let- 
ter addressed by me, on the 25th day of Decembcr, 1825, to a mem- 
ber of cougress. a copy of which is hcrewith transmitted. In that 
letter the opinion is expressed that the British government could 
not have iutended to apply the act of parliament of Sth July 
1825, tu the mtercourse between the United States and the British 
golunies, because “Ist, It would be inconsistent with professions 
made 'y that government to this, and with negotiations between 
the two goveruments contemplated, if not yet resumed: Jilly. No 
notice has been given at Washington, or at London, of such a 
purpose as that which, for the first time, is indicated at Halifax: 
Sdly. Lhe British minister ere is unadvised by his government of 
ay intention. to close the colonial ports agaiust our vessels: and, 
4thly: No information has been received here from avy British 
colonial port, execpt Halifax, of such intention.” 

This letter was published in the American Gazettes; a copy of 
it was furnished tu Mr. Vaughan, which he is understood to have 
transmitted to his goveroment. Aud it is believed to have lad some 
effect in producing the revocation of an order ut the local goverie 


ment, by which the port of Halifax was to have been closed | 


against vessels of the United States from the fifth of Jsnuary last. 
ibe order was, in fact, from whatever cause, revoked. And as 
that port, and all other British colonial ports, remained, after that 
day, open to our vessels, we were confirmed in the belief that the 
act, in the present state of the relations of the two countries, was not 
intended to Le euforced on the commerce of the U. States. This be- 
lief was further strengthened by the terms of the fourth section of 
the act, which are: “And whereas, by the law of navigation, fo 
reign ships are permitted to import into any of the British posses- 
sions abroad, from the countries to which they belong, goods the 
produce of those countries, and to export goods from such posses- 
sions, to be carried to any foreign country whetever: And where 
as, if is expedient that such permission should be subject to cer- 
tain conditions: Be it therefore evacted, that the privileges there- 
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which, not having colonial possessions, shall place the cofamerve 
and navigation of tus country, and of its possessions abroad, upon 
the footing of the most tavored nation, unless his majesty, by his 
order in council, shail, in any case, deem it expedient to grant the 
whole,or any of such privileges to the ships of ary foreign coun- 
try, although the conditions aforesaid shall not, in ail respects, be 
fulfilled by such foreign country.” 

Now his Britannic majesty was thereby authorized, by his order 
in council, if he should, iv any ease, deem it expedient, to graut 
the whole or any of the privileges mentioned in the section, to the 
ships of any forcign country, “although the conditions aforesaid 
shall not, in all respects, be fulfilled by such foreign country.” 
This investment of power inthe crown to dispense with a strict 
compliance with the conditions of the act, in relation to any pow- 
ers like the United States, not having colonies, see ly 
to imply discussion, and cousequently vegotiation, with such pow$ 
ers. It is not the object, in bringing forward the facts and obser- 
vations which have been stated in vindication of the Ame:itan go 
vernment, to convey any reproaches against that of Great Britain 
on account of the late unexpected resolution which it. hag taken. 
These facts and observations, however, sliew that it ought not to 
excite any surprise that the congress of the United States dechned 
legislating on a matter, which it appeared to them was both most 
fitting in itself, and preferred by Great Britain, to be settled by 
inutual and friendly arrangement. When deliberating on the only 
proposition which was made during their last sessiun, that of a 
simple repeal of all discriminating duties, which, tt pow appears, 
would have been unavailing; and would have fallen far short of 
British expectations, they were unaware that they were acting uly 
per the pains and pepaltics of a British act of parliament, sus 
pended over their beads; a non-compliance with the strict condi- 
tions of which, subjected the United States not only to the forfer 
ture of all intercour te with the British culoiics, but was to be at- 
tended with the further consequeuce of terminating all negotia- 
tion even between the parties. 

1 will now “periy to a consideration of the specific conditions, 
required by the act of parliament, the nonfulfilment‘of which 
is the professed ground of the late British order in council. These 
conditions ase understood to be contained in the fourth section of” 
the act, which begins by reciting, “And whereas, by the law of navi- 
gation, furcign ships are permitted to import into any of the British 
possessions abruad, from the countries tu which they belong, gocds 
the produce of those countries, and to export goods from suck pos 
sessions to be carried toany foreign country whatever: And where 
as, it is expedient that such permission should be subject to certain 
conditions.” It then proceeds to e).act, in respect to countries, 
not having eclonial poss: ssions, ‘«t hat ae priviieges thereby grant- 
ed tu turegu ships shall be limind ww the ships of those countries 
(not having colonial posses-ious), which sbalplace the commerce 
and vavigation of this country, and of its possessions abroad, upon 
the tooling of the most favored nation, unless his majesty, by his 
order in council, shall, inany cage, deem it expedient to grant the 
whole or any of such privileges to the ships of suy foreign coun- 
try, although the conditions aforesaid shall not, in all respects, be 
fultilled by such toreign country.” In considering this act of par- 
hament, the first circuiustance which commands attention is the 
marked difference which it makes in the conditions required of 
foreign poWers, between those which have colonies and thuse which 
have nune. From the coloujal powers it only demands that they 
should grant to British ships privileges of trading with their colo- 
nies, Lke those which the British Jaw of navigation grants tu those 
powers, of trading with the British colonies: thut is vo say, thet such 
powers should allow to British vess-ls the privilege of importing 
British produce into their colonies, and of exporting govds there- 
trom, to be carried to any country whatever, except the parent 
country. But, from the powers heaving no colonies, the act de 
mands that they should place the commerce and navigation, both 
of the United Kingdom and its possessions abruad, upon the toot 
ing of the most favored pation. With the colonial powers the act 
a> ope an exchange of colonial trade for colunial trade, exclusive. 
of the trade of the parent country. With powers vot having colo- 
nies, it proposes to give the British colonial trade only in exchange 
tor a trade between those powers and the United Kingdom, and alt 
its possessions abroad. From the colonial powers it asks nothing 
but mere reciprocity; which, viewing the vast extent of the Bre 
tish colunies, in comparison with those of any other power, is = 
nominal. ‘Whe act, on the contrary, is not sstisfied with demand- 
ing from the powers having no culonies, reciprocity of privil ges, 
but it tequires that, in consideration of the permission to import 
their produce into the British culonies, and to export therefrom 
produce of thuse colonies to any foreign countries, except Greet 
Britain, those powers should at unce extend to the commerce and 
navigation ofahe United Kingdom, and its possesions abroad, the 
tull measure of all commercial privileges which they may have 
granted to the most favored nations. It is impossible not to see 
that this discrimimation, nade by the act of parhbament between 
Jitlerent foreign powers, operates exclusively upon the United 
States. Ali the maritime states have colonics, end therefure will 
be let into the trade with the British colunics upon the less onerous 
conditions. The United States are the only power, not bavin 
colonies, which trades, or is ever likely to trade, in any extent, with 
British colonies. And, if they alone had been named in the second 
class of powers described in the act, the application of its mure 
burdensome conditions would not, in that cese, have been more 
exclusively confined to them. ‘Uhe trade of the United States will 
bear at) advantageous comparison with the trade of any of the 
columai powers, either uo: its amount, or the value or variety of 
the articles which it comprebends; is greatly superior to that of 
most of them, and justly eutitices us todemand from Great Eritan, 





by granted to foreign ships, shall be limited to the ships of those 
countries which, having colonial possessions, shall grant the like 
Puivileges of trading with those possessions to British ships, or 





as favorable terms #s those which are extended to any of them. 
It is true that the act holds out the idea-of some antigation of 
j these conditions in tue authority confided to the King. But on 
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what considerations his Britannic y might be induced, by 
his ordes in Couticil, to exercise the dispensing power vested in 
him, is vor stated in the act itecif, nor have they heen disclosed by 
any order in council, or in any other manner which has come to 
our krowledge. The very investment of such a power, I repeat, 
implied friendly explanations and discussions, aud conse qutatly 
the means of jation which the British goverament now r- 
jects as altugether inadmissible. Beiog, therefure, uneble to as- 
tertain the undivulged cousiderations which might have led to 
some relaxation or variation of the conditions of the act of parli- 
amemt, we are confined to an exainination of those specific coudi- 
tions themselves. 4 

‘Khey require that the United States, to entitle themselves to 
the epercg of impertggion and exportation which is granted 
by the British law of navigation, should place the commerce and 
navigation of the United Kingdom, and of its possessions abroad, 
wgpon the footing of the must favored nation. ‘Ihe first observa 
f.on occurring is, that, at the very moment when the British go- 
vermment is putting forth the new principle that the regulation 
Of the trade of the parent country and of its colonies, depends 
upon two rules, essentially different, the one admitting, and the 
other excluding all consultation with foreign states; this aet con- 
tuunds them together, aud requires mot merely that we shonid 
place the British Colonies upun the tupting of the most favored 
culvitics, but that, to entitles to enjoy the privileges of an incter- 
course with those colonies, we must comply with the require 
ment of placing the navigation aad commerce, both of the parent 
country and all its possessions abroad, on the tooting of the must 
favored nation. 

‘The first diffleulty which is encountered, in ascertaining the 
precise nature and extent of the conditions prescribed by Une act 
ot parfiament, is, that furnishes no detintion of the terms, 
**the must favored nation,” which it employs. According to one 
tnterpretation of those terms, they import the gratuitous conces- 
sion of commercial privileges. According to another, they im- 
ply the vation which enjoys the greatest amount of commercial 
privilege, whether granted with or without equivalents. 


That the frst was not the sense in which the British govern- 
ment intended to use those terms, we conjectured; because, if it 
Pere, hothing remained to be dune by the American guverninent 
to bring itec)s within the conditions of the act of parhament, and 
we apprehended that the British goverument required some pusi- 
tive act. Great Britain, in that sense of the vepins, is, in respect 
to the commerce and navigation both of the parent country and 
its possessions abroad,on the tooting of the most favored nanon. 
Whatever commereial privileges arc grauted by the United States 
to apy toreigu nation, by act of congress, or by treatics, are found- 
ed upon equivalents. serene | out the principle of fair reciprocity 
to ail newonus, We neither ask, nar profess to bestow, commercial 
boaus. Thus, in respect to alien or discriminating duties, we 
hate not abolished them in behalf of any nation which has 
not proiessed to abolish them as tu us Li they ace now levied 
npon British vessels, coming to the United States from British co- 
woes Countervaihog dutics are now also tevied upon American 
vessels eneermmg Britush colomes, and have been coustantly, as Mr 
Canning declares, from 1823. If the amount of Anierican ton 
nage xdimitted to entry im British colonial ports, and of British 
timnage entering American ports from British colonies, were cx- 
uttly qual, the collection of duties on one side would neutralize 
the collection onthe other. But, as there ismuch more American 
than British tonnage employed in the colonial trade, we pay a 
greater amount of those dutics than Great Britain. And, couse 
quently, it there Were cause of comptaint on either side, on ac- 
count of their existence, it would be with as It could not, 
therefore, have been in the first, but must have been in the se 
cond, meaning of the terms, that they are employed in the act of 
parlrament. 

Great Britein is wnderstosd, then, to have demanded that the 
Dnited Kingdem andits possessions abroad, should be allowed to 
enjoy, in the ports of the United States, the greatest extent of 
cominercial privileges which we have granted, no matter upon 
what ample equivaent, to any foreign nation whatever. Lu or- 
der to ascertain the latitude of concession thus required, itis ne 
cessery to glance, al it shal) be done a3 rapidly as possible, at 
che state of our commercial reletions with other forcign powers. 

By the generallaw of navigation, (see 6th volume of Une iaws 
of tue United States, page 180), it is enacted, that, alter the 3ouh 
day of September, 1814,"n0 gouds, Wares Or Merchandise, shall be 
imported into the United States trom any foreign port or place, 
eseept in vessels of the United States, or in such foreign vessels 
as truly and wholly belong to the citizens or subjects of that 
country of which the goods are the growth, productyon or manu 
tecture, or from which such goods, Wares or Merchuwise, can only 
he, of Most usually are, first shipped tor transportation: Provided, 


nevertheless, that thie regulation shalt not extend to the vessels of 


any foreign nation which has nut adopted, and which shali nut 
adopt, @ similar regulation.” 

Great Britain hau, long prior to the passage of that act, adopt- 
ed. and continues to enforee, the restriction on which it is founded; 
whilst «lmostall other nations have abs:ain from incorporating it 
in their navigation codes, A vessels, therefore, of the _Umted 
States, on er.tering a British port, being limited by British law, 
to the intraduection of goods, the produce of the United States, a 
Hritish vessel,on entering their ports, is limited to the introduc- 
tion of goods being of British produce; whilst the vessels of all 
other nations, which have not adopted the restrictive regulation, 
vere allowed, on entering a port of the United States, to mtroduce 
any toreign protuce whatever, by paying the atien and disermi- 
nating duties, trom which vess ls of te United States are exetapt- 
ed. 

By particnlar arrangements with various powers, some by trea- 
ty, and uthers by separate but reeiprocal avis af the gov. caments, 
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} of the United States ahd those powers, the alien duties of the Unie 
ed States are abolished as to them; and their vessels aud those © 
the United States, are allowed the reciprocal liberty of importa: 
tion aud exportation, at the same rate of duty, upon buth ship and 


ca 

Thus, by the act of congress of January, 1824, “so much of the 
several acts imposing dutics on the tonnage of vessels iv the ports 
of the United States, as imposes a discriminating duty between 
foreign vessels ane vessels of the United States, is hereby suspendy 
ed, so far as respects vessels truly and wholly belonging tu sulyects 
or citizens of the kingdom of the Netherlands, of Prussia, of the 
imperial Hanseatic cities of Hamburg, Luvec and Bremen, of the 
dukedom of Ojdenburg, of the kingdum of Norway, of the King- 
dom of Sardinia and of the empire of Russia.” And it enacts @ 
like suspension of the discriminating duties on the cargo of any 
of the vessels of those several countries. 

Butit further enacts, that the suspension of those duties shall 
“continue in behaif of each of the abovementioned nations, ou 
coudition that, and so long as, the vesscls uf the United States, 
and truly and wholly belouging to the citizens thereof, aud all 
goods aud merchandise of the produce and mauufacture thereot, 
laden therein and imported into any of the said nations in Europe, 
respectively, shall be exempted from all and every discriminating 
duty of impost or tonnage, direet or indirect, Whatsvever, other 
or higher than is levied upon the vessels aud merchandise therein 
npported, belonging tu the subjects or citizens of each of the said 
Datiuns, respectively.” 

‘Thus, theretore, to comply with the conditions of the act of par- 
liainent, we must, Ist. have allgwed British vessels to import into 
the Umted States the produce of any toreigu country whatever’ 
upon the payment of the alicn dutics, although vessels of the U. 
States are, and should have remained, prolubited to import into 
British ports like produce, upon any teruis whatever. And 2dly, 
we must have abolished of syspended our discriminating dutics, 
placing Great Britain upon the footing of the most favored pas 
tion, in whose behal’ we had abolished or suspended them, al- 
though it now appears, froin the averment of Mr. Canning, that 
duties of at leastan equal amount, have been, since the aduptium 
of the order in cutuncil, in the year 1823, and now are, levied up 
on American vessc le and their cargoes in British ecvionial ports. 

So stood our law, and such must have been vur compliance with 
the conditivus of the actof parliament at the time of its passage. 
But we suppose it to have been the understanding of the Briush 
government, that, if, subsequent te that period, we should graut tw 
ahy forcign nation stl greater privileges than those above de- 
sermbed, by treaty or otherwise, in consideration of equivalents or 
not, such more extensive privileges must bave inmeuiately acerus 
ed to the United Kingdom and its possessions abruad, upon the 
cule of the most favored nation, or We must have subjected our 
selves tu the forfeiture of the colonial trade, denowuced by the 
act of parliament, 

Now, sulsequently to the date of that act, to wit, on the 6th 
D.cember bast, we concluded a treaty with the republic of the 
federation of the centre of America, winch, having been after- 
wards ratified by both parties, is now inoperation. By this trea- 
ty it isstipulated, that whatever Gan be exported from, or import 
ed into, ether country, its Own vessels, to or from any foreign 
place whatever, may, in like manner, be exported or in:ported 
the vessels of the other country, the vessel and the eargo paying, 
in both cases, the same and no higher duties, and consequcntiy 
neither paying the a ien duties. li we had entitled ourstives, by 
the fulfilment of the required conditions, to aa intercourse with 
the HKritish colonics, we Would vow be obliged, in order to retain 
the right to that itereourse, to allow British vessels, both of the 
parent Country ald is puss: ssions abrowl, a liberty of exportation 
and importation ec-exte naive with that of the vessels of the Unit. 
ed States, although the imerdict of the British law of navigation 
should remain in full operation on the vessels of the U. States. 


if we are mistaken in the extent of the concessions 
required by the British government, to place the 
United Kingdom, and its posssessions abroad, on the 
footing of the most fovored nation, the best and 
must iriendly mode of correcting our error would 
have been to have accompanied an official communi- 
cation of the act of parliame. with a full and frank 
explanation of those conditions, the performance of 
which, in our part, would have satisfied that govern- 
ment. By withholding all explanation, if the con- 
gress of the U. States had legislated on that subject 
at its last session, it must have acted either, Ist, upon 
the exposition of the conditions of the act of partia- 
ment now given; or 2ndly, upon the views of the 
British government, as disclosed in the negotiations 
of 1824. it could not have conformed to the con- 
ditions of the act of parliament, as we understand 
them, without a manifest sacrifice of the interests 
of the people of the United States, and an abanon- 
ment of those principles of reciprocity for which 
they have ever contended in all their negotiations 
with foreign powers. It now appears that it would 
have been unavailing if congress had legislated in 
compliance with the views of the British government, 
ag presented in the negotiation of 1824, According 





to those views, that government was thep wuling- 
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that the trade between the colonies and the United 
States should continue restricted , as it then was, by 
the laws of the two countries, to the direct inter- 
course; that is to say that a British vessels clear- 
ing from the U. States for a colonial port, should be | 
Hound to land its cargo in that port; and an Ameri- 
cap vessel, clearing from the colonies of the United 
States, should be bound to land its cargo in them. 
But, without any intimation to us, through the regu- 
Jar diplomatic channels, of an alteration in her views, 
Gireat Britain has now changed them, and, on the 
11th September, 1826, for the first time armounces 
her determination not ‘‘to consent to enter into any | 
renewed negotiation upon the intercourse between | 
the United States andthe British colonies, so long as’! 
the pretension [the above restriction as to the direct 





tions should always be kept fully open. But such 4 
free access, on all questions, appears to the govern- 
ment of the United States to be especially desirable 
between two such nations as Great Britian and the 
United States, whose interests and happiness are so 
intimately interwovep. By rejecting the ordinary 
mode of treating, thrcugh the established agency of 
accredited ministers, and substituting to’ it that of 
mutual legislation, which, after all, is but another, 
though less advantageous mode of negotiation, we 
deprive ourselves of many facilities. Congress and 
the British parliament are numerous bodies, acting 
in different and distant spheres, and it is not derogat- 
ing from their undoubted wisdom and superior intel- 
ligence, to suppose that their organization is not the 
best suited to the exercise of diplomatic functions 


jntercourse) recorded in the act of 1823, and there/ in all cases. 


applied to British colonies alone, remains part of the 


Jaw of the United States.” And we are also given) 


A single word of explanation, an instantaneous sug- 
gestion of the modification of a proposal elicited in 


to understand, “that the British government further | conference, may lead to the adjustment of. a diffe- 
owes it to the spirit of frankness which it wishes to i rence when ministers are treating face to face, which 
cultivate, in all its relations with the United | might not be settled for a long time in a negotiation 


to declare, that, after having been compelled to ap- 


'conducted between two bodies, each composed of 


ply to any country the interdict prescribed by the) severa) hundred members, separated by the Atlantic 
act of 1825, the British government cannot hold it-| ocean, We do not mean to bring forward any for- 
self bound to remove that interdict, as a matter of; maj complaint against Great Britain, on account of 


course, whenever it may happen to suit the conve- 
nience of the foreign government to reconsider the 
measures by which the application of that interdict 
was occasioned.” The pretension referred to is the 
exact counterpart of a similar pre-existing preten- 
sion, contained in the act of parliament of 1822. 
The British government does not appear to have re- 
flected, that its rejection of ail negotiation on the 
subject deprives it of the best of the only two modes 
of getting rid of the exceptionable restriction. 


From what has now been advanced, it has been 
established—Ist, That the colonial trade was a fit 
subject for the adjustment, by friendly negotiation 
between the two powers, of the conditions on which 


it should he carried on; 2dly, that it has been long, 


and often, in fact,a subject of negotiation between 
them; and, Sdly, that the American government was 
bound to conclude, from every thing which passed 
between the two governments, that both parties en- 
tertained the expectation that it was to be arranged 
by negotiation, and only by negotiation. It was under 
this full conviction that your general instructions 
were prepared. 


What may be the nature of the proposals which 
you were authorized to make, upon the renewal of 
the negotiation so confidently anticipated, it is not 
now proper should be communicated to the British 
government. Respect for ourselves, no less than 
for that government, forbids that we should obtrude 
upon their consideration proposals against which 
they have deemed it proper to shut their ears. It 
will be, however, no violation of thai respect to say, 
that they were of a character, on all the disputed 
points between the two governments, authorizing us 
to believe that they would be satisfactory. 


The government of the United States is animated 
by the sincerest desire to maintain, with that of G. 
Britain, not merely the forms of courtesy and amity, 
but to cultivate a cordial and lasting friendship; to 
Settle every controverted question between them 
upon principles of justice and reciprocity; and, by 
an enlarged liberality in their mutual intercourse, 
to advance the real prosperity of both. Entertain- 
ing this desire, it has learnt, with the most lively re- 
xret, the resolution of the British government to 
close the door against those friendly explanations, 
and that frank and mutual exposition of the wishes 
and views of the parties, which are, or should be, 
the object of all negotiation. The harmony of na- 
tions, requires that every avenue to such explana- 


her determination to exclude one of the means 
which experience has evinced to be best adapted to 
the accommodation of national difference.s Our main 
purpose is to show that the United States are not 
justly chargeable with the consequences which may 
flow from that most unexpected decision. 


As the only alternative which tho course adopted. 
by that government has left, tie president has deter- 
mined to give a signal proof of his anxious wish to 
} preserve a good understanding between the two go- 
vernments, by jaying the whole of the correspondence, 
which has passed between them on this subject, in- 
cluding the instructions to our several ministers at 
the court of St. James, before congress, at its next 
session. The wisdom of that body, in the actual state 
‘of things, is alone competent to decide whether the 
colonial intercourse sbail remain closed, according 
to the pleasure of the British government, as mapi- 
fested in the late order in council, and whether that 
portion of it left open by the order shall remain open, 
or on what conditions, compatible with the interests 
of the people of the United States, congress is willing 
the trade should be placed. 


You will accompany the communication of the sub- 
stance of this despatch, or the substance of such part 
of it as you may not have anticipated in anv answer 
to Mr. Canning’s note, presented from yourself to the 
British government with the assurance that, notwith- 
standing their present decision, the government of 
the United States, at al) times hereafter, will be rea- 
dy, at Washington or at London, to treat of the colo- 
nial intercourse, whenever it may be their desire or 
inclination to negotiate on that subject. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

H. CLAY. 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DEc. 18. 

The following message was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, by the hands of his pri- 
vate secretary :. 

To the senate and house of representatives of the United 
Slates. 
Wasnineron, 8th December, 1826. 

I transmit to congress extracts of a letter, recciv- 
ed, since the commencement of their session, from 
the minister of the United States at London, having 
relation to the Jate discussions with the government 
of Great Britain, concerning the trade between the 
United States and the British colonies in America. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
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L-straa of a despatch, No, 16, fen Mz. Gallatin to Mr. Clay, 
ed 


Lendon,27th Oct. 1826. 

“Mr. Canning, imhis official note of 11ti: September last, on the 
Subdject of the colonial intercourse, has the tulowing observation 
respecting the provision of the act of congress of the Ist March, 
1823, which prevented British vessels entering American ports 
except direetly from the British vessels entering American ports 
for aby of those colonies: “It must not be forgotten that this en- 
ectaient, founded protessediy on the limjtations of the British act 
of 5 nt of 1822, is continued fourteen months after the 
passing of the British act of 2825, hy’ which the limitations were 

away. Since the 5th of January, 1826, an American ship, 
trading toa Britian West india colony may clear out from thence 
to any part of the world, the United Kingdom and its dependen- 
cies alone excepted. But the British ship im the Amgrican port 
still remains subject to ali the restrictions of the American laws of 
2823,” &e. Althuugh Idid not know at the time whatact of par- 
diament of 1825, was alluded to, 1 could have no doubt of the re- 
peal of the limitations of the act of parliament of 1823, and thus 
expressly stated, and the fact is accordingly taken for granted in 
my official answer to Mr. Canning, of the 22d of September. Yet 
on examining the various acts of parliament, I have found sume 
difficulty to discover by what act, in what manner, to what ea- 
tet, from what date, the said limitations had been actually 
fre ea . 

Vhe act of 1822, which contains the limitations alluded to, is 

that of 24th June, 1822.(44tn chap. of 3d Geo, 4th), entitled “An 
act to regulate the trade between his majesty’s possessions in 
America and the Weat Indies and other places in America and 
the West Indies;” and the limitations in question are two. By 
the 3d section, goods imported in forcign stips into the 
tree ports of the British colonies, must be brought and shipped 
directly from the country or place of which they are the growth, 
produce, or manufacture. By the 4th section, goods exported from 
any of the said free portsin forcign ships, must be exported direet 
to the country or state to which such ship belongs. Although 
Mr. Canning has used the word limitations iu the piural number, 
itis clear that he intended to appiy his observation, ‘that the limi- 
tatious Were dune away,” to the last mentioned limitation only, 
and not to the first. ; 
-@, Phe act of Sth July 1825, (6th Geo. 4th; chap. 114), entitled “an 
act to regulate the trade of the British possesionus abroad,” does 
Ngt coutain any chuse repealing either of the limitations of the 
ack of 24th Juue,1822. But the 4th section. states that by the 
law of navigation, torcign chips are perinitted to import into any 
of the British possessions abroad, from the countries to which they 
belong. goods, the produce of those countries, and to export goods 
from such possessious tu be carried to avy toreigu country what- 
ever. 

The law of navigation, referred to as above, must be the act, 
also, of 5th July, i825, (6th Gro. 4th, che 109), entitled “An act 
for the encouragement of British shippang and wavigation.” Lt 
is enacted, by its first section, that the act shall be in force frotu 
the 5th of January, 1826, and sha:l coustiqute and be the law of na- 
vigation of the British empire. The 11th scetion provides * that no 
govds shall be imported into any British possession, iu Asia, Africa, 
or America, in any foreign ships, uuless they be ships of the coun 
try of which the gouds are the produce, aud trom which the goods 
ary imported,” The 4th and 10th sections provide against the im- 
portation, in foreign ships, into the United Kingdom, or into any 
BKriush poseession in As.a, Airiva or America, of goods carried 
trom any such British possession. ‘There is not inthe act any pro 
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from the Sth of January, 1826, I have addressed a rivate | 

to Mr. Planta, acting secretary of state during Mr. Gane’ = 
sence, asking an explanation of that apparent discrepancy, to 
which, however, not much importance can be attach«d, s 

From the tenor of your instruction of 19th June, and 8th of 
August, 1826, it appears, that, even at the last date, you Were une 
der an impression that both the limitations of the act of partin- 
ment of 24th June, 1322, on the jndirect or circuitous Mter- 
course with the British colonies, were still in force. This, cone 
sidering the manner in which the repeal of the livitation in 
question has been effected, is not a matter of sutprise: and there 
wasanother circumstance calculated to strengthen that Opinion. 

Itappears from your instructions of the 19th June last, that 
the two acts of parliament on that subject which had reached 
you, or attracted your notice, were the act of 5th July, 12825, 
(6th Geo. 4th ch. B14), to regulate the trade of the British pox 
sessons abroad, and an act of 27th June, 1825, (6th Geo. 4th ch. 
73), entitled, “an act for further regulating the trade of his majes 
ty’s possessions in America. and the West Indies, and for the 
warehousing of goods therein.” By the sixth section of the last 
mentioned act, the permission to export in foreign vessels, goods 
from any of the British colonial free ports, to any foreign couu- 
try, taken in the most extensive sense of which it is susceptible, 
applies only to countries in Europe, Africa er Asia, within the 
Mediterranean sea, and to ships belonging to such countries. I¢ 
docs net eatend to America, and dees not embrace American 
ships—and it was, therefore, a natural inf-rence. that the 4tb sec- 
tion of the act of Sth July, 1825, (6th Geo, 4th ch. 114), when 
stating that foreign ships were permitted to export goods from the 
British possessions abroad, to any foréign country whatever, re- 
ferred to the last mentioned sixth section of the act of 27th June, 
1825, aud had no reference to American ships. It is proper here 
to add, that this act of 27th June, 1825, has since been repealed, 
not by the act abovementioned, of Sth July, 1825, (6th Geo. ath 
ch. 105), “to repeal the several laws relating to the eustoms,” but 
by a subsequent act of 26th May, 1826, (7th Geo. 4th, ch. 48.) 

It seems to me that the intricacy of these several acts of parlia- 
ment, aud the difficulty of understanding their precise meaning, 
might bave been considered, by the government of Great Britain, 
as a sufficient reason py! that of the United States might not have 
been disposed to accept the conditious on which, by those acts the 
matereourse was opened with the British colonies, without having 
previously, at lrast, come to an understanding of their true in- 
tent and meaning. lu point of fact, it was understood by the 
Amencan government that one of those conditions was a prohj- 
bition to export goods in American vessels, trum those colonics 
to any other country than the United States.” 
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Nineteenth Congress—2nd Session. 


IN THE SENATE 

December 29. The senate having come to order 
under their secretary, the following lester from the 
vice president was read: 
Lhe secretary of the senate. 

Sin: Having addressed this morning to the house 
of representatives a communication, which may claim 
an investigation of my official conduct, while in the 

















Vision restricting the eaportation of goods trom any such British | 
possession, in foreign ships, to any foreign country whatever. | 
But the act does nut capréssly repeal any sueh restrictions previ- 
ously in force, nor, indeed, any former act whatever, relating tu 
trade and navigation. The preamble which makes part of the firet 
section, only states that the jaws relating to the encouragement of 
British navigation will be repeated, in Consequence of another act, 
passed in the same session of parhament. entitled * An act tu repeal 
ihe several Jaws tclating tu the customs.” 


This last mentioned act is thatof 6th Geo, 4th ch. 105, passed 
ulso on the Sth of July, 1825, ‘Though purporting from its ttle. to 
repeal only custom house laws, this act r peals, trom and after the 
Sth day of July, 1826, so much and such parts of the several and 
respective statutes thereinafter mentioned and recited, as relates to 
the trade and navigation uf the kingdom, or to the importation 
aud exportation of goods, &e. Ke. The statutes thus therein 
sauctioned and repealed amount to about four hundred and fifty, 
including, ws A believe, all former acts relating to trade and navi 
gation, trom 17th Richard 2d to Sth Geo. 4th ch. 94 The 16th 
section specially repeals as much of the vavigation act 12th Charics 
2d,ch 18, as remains Unrepealed, and the 359th section repeais al- 
together the first abovementioned act of 24th June, 1822, (3d 
Geo. 4th ch. 44), entitied™ Au act to reguiate the trade between his 
Inajesty’s possessions in America and the West Indies and other 
places in America and the West Indies.” . q 

From what precedes, it follows, first, that the restriction which 
limits the importations, in foreign #essels, of goods into the Bri- 
tish West Indies and American colonies, to vessels of the country 
of which the goods are the produce, and caming direet frou such 
country, having been revived by the navigation act of 5th July, 
1825, is stull in force; secondly, that the restriction which liniited 
the exrportations, im foreigu vessels, of goods exported from the 
British W.st Indics and American colovies toa direct exportation 
to the country to which such vessel did belong, is so far repealed, 
as that such exportations, in such vessels, aay be made to any, 
country Whatever, Great Britain and its dependencies only ex- 
cepted. 

Kut it would seem that that repeal took from the Sth of July 


_ discharge of the duties of the department of war, you 


will please make kuown to the senate, that a sense 
of propriety forbids me from resuming my station till 
the house has disposed of this subject Very respect- 
fully, bam yours, &c. J. ©. CALHOUN.* 

Washington, 29tt Dec. 1826. 

Mr. Benton rose and said, that it appeared from the 
letter just read, that the senate would not this day 
have the services of the vice president. At what 
lune he would resume his station was very uocer- 
tain. Under the circumstances, it was, he thought, 
inexpedient to go into an immediate election of a 
president pro tempore of the senate; and he therefore 
thought it most advisable that the senate should now 
adjourn. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, it was agreed that the 
senate do now adjourn to Tuesday next. 


January 2, 1827. Mr. Mills, of Massachusetts, at- 
tended, having been hitherto prevented by bad health. 

The senate proceeded to the election of a president 
protem. Mr. Macon received 24 votes on the first 
ballot, and was chosen; Mr. Smith had 13, and seve- 
ral other gentlemen one or two each. 

Mr. Barton from the committee on public lands, to 
whom was referred a bill to graduate their price, 
and to cede the refuse to the’states in which they 
die, reported the same without amendment. 





—_ 


*For an account of the matters which caueed this- 








1826, outy; and Ms, Cauning having stated that it had takep place 








proceeding of the vice president, see page 292. 








NILES’ REGISTER—JAN 6, 1827—CONGRESS: 


$01. 





ae 
~ — 


~— a aes 5 _* 





Mc. Barton, from the same committee, reported the 
*bill to authorize tne sale of the reserved lead mines, 
in Missouri;” and also made a special report, re- 
commending that the said bill be indefinitely post- 

ned. 

Other local or private business being attended to— 

The “bill for estab!ishing a uniform system of bank- 
ruptcy throughout the United States,” was taken up 
and considered as in committee of the whole. 


Certain amendments were offered by Messrs. 
Hayne, Berrien and Holmes. And no other amend- 
ments being ofered, the bill was ordered to be re- 
printed. 

January 3. Agreeably to notice given, Mr. Marks 
asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to autho- 
rize the payment of interest to the state of Pennsyl- 
vauia on the sum paid to that state for advances made 
during the Jate war. The bill was read twice, and 
referred to the committee on claims. 


The bill concerning the selection of lands hereto- 
fore granted, by compact, to the state of Missouri, for 
seminaries of learning, was read a third time, and 
passed. 

A resolution was adopted with a view to obtaining 
a Survey for the site of a western national armory. 


The biil for ‘‘abolishing imprisonment for debt,” 
together with the amendments reported by the select 
cuminittee to whom the bill was referred, was taken 
up for consideration. . 

After some debate, and progress made—the bill 
was made the special order of the day for the 10th 
instant. 

Mr. Woodbury, from the committee on commerce, 
to whom was referred the petilio» of the chamber of 
commerce of Philadelphia, praying the establishinent 
of a breakwater at the mouth of the Delaware bay, 
made a favorable report thereon, and also reported a 
dill for the necessary appropriation. 

After some time speat in executive business, the 
senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Dec. 28. On motion of Mr. Fest, it was 
© Resolved, That the committee on public lands be instructed to 
inguice into the expediency of so amending the “act making 
turther provisions for the extinguishment of the debt of the 
United States,” 60 as to allow all persons entitied to the benefit 
of that law, (being actual settlers), to obtain a patent foe their 
land on paying one duliar and twenty-five cents per acre, tur 
such quantity as they m y retain under the provision of that act, 
allowing the money alrealy paid asa part; and of the expediency 


of continuing the said act i force uutil the first Monday in De- 
cember neat. 


On motion of Mr. Reed, it was 


Resolved, That the com:n ttee on naval affairs be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency vo establishing a line of communication 


tion requested by.two resolutions of the house, re- 
lating to certain negotiations with the government 
of the United Mexican states. 

Joun Quincy ADAMS. 
Washington, Dec. 28, 1826. 


The secretary of state, to whoin the president has 

referred two resolutions of the house of representa~ 

tives, under date of the 19th inst. the frst requesting 

the president to inform the house, “if ‘he deem it not 

incompatible with the public interest, whether any 

instructions have been given to our minister at Mexi- 

co, relative to ascertaining and running of the boun- 

dary line between that government aod the U. States, 

and, if such instructions have been givep, whether 

an aoswer has been received to the same, and what 

that answer is,” and the second, requesting the pre~ 

sident, under the same qualification, to inform the 

house ‘whether any measures have been taken by 

instructions to our minister at Mexico, or otherwise, 
to obtain the runaway negro siaves from Louisiana 
and elsewhere, which have taken refuge io the terri- 
tories of that government, and also whether any 
measures have veen taken with the government of 
Mexico to enable the citizens of the United States to 
recover debts from those who have fled from the U. 
States to the territories of Mexico,” has the honor to 
report that the subjects buih of the boundary be- 
tween the territories of the United States and those 
of the United Mexican states, and of slaves who have 
escaped from their proprietors in the United States, 
and takeu refuge in the terriluries of the United Mexe 
ican states, have formed topics of iustrucion to the 
minister of the United States at Mexico, and of ne. 
gOllaliog Detween the two governments, and a trea- 
ty has been signed by their pienipotenutiaries, em- 
bracing, among other stipulations, aQ arlicse io rela- 
tion tu one of ihese two subjects; but as the treaty 
has not beco ratified or rejecied, (as far as intorme- 
lion has yet reached this depariment), Dy either go- 
verument, itis respectiully submitted that it would 
be premature now to disclose the purportot that are 
licie, Aud it would be stil more premature, as is 
uso respectiuily submitted, to comimuuicate at this 
lume what has passed between the two governmends 
iu relation to the other of the two subjects above 
mentioned, there veing yet in progress 3 negotiation 
concerning it. 


In respect tothe recovery of debts from those who 
have tied trom the United States to the territories of 
Mexico, although reports have reached the depart- 
ment, thatthe laws ia the udjoiing province of Texas 
interposed obstacles tg such recovery, these reports 
have not been substantiated in such wmavner us ap- 


from some port or place in the United States across the Isthmus of peared tothe secre.ury of state would justily a fyr- 


Panama, to some port or poris un the Pacific occan. 

Mr. Reed explained ti object of his resolution at 
seme length. its purpose was to open and keep up a 
prompt and regular corr spondence with the com- 
manders of ournvessels 0: war, 1a the Pacific, the 
importance of which he shewed. He stated that 
instruction might be sent, and a reply received from 
Lima, via Panama, in three mouths, which would re- 
quire eight months, if to be transmitted round Cape 
Horn. The resolution was a,sreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Carson, i: was 

Resolved ‘That, the committee en tidian affaires be instructed 
fo inquire into the expedieney of refu uding to the state of North 
Carolina the sum of 19,964 dollars; wich sum sail state paid to 
certain Ludisns of, the Cherokee trib:, for reservations of laud 
which they acquired wader the treaties uf 181¥, between the Une 
ted States and that nation of Indians. 

_ The tuliowing message was received from the pre- 
Sident of the United States, by the hand of John 
Adams, and was ordered to be laid on the tadle aud 
printed: 


. To the house of representatives of the U. States. 


mal application to the Mexicau goverumeut to ye- 
move tlese vlslacies. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
H. CLAY. 
Department of state, Washington, Dec. 26, 1826. 


The other proceedings had will sutliciently appear 
iv their progress. 


Friday, Dec. 29. Many petitions were presented 
this day, and much private or lucal Business allenc- 
ed lv. 


On motion of Mr. Strong, it was 

Resolved, Vhat the commutice on cutumerce be instructed [wo 
Inquire dtp the expe dicuey ol requiling by faw the empioy went 
vu buerd of cach vessed ta ihe merchant service engegeu wo tu 
cen trade, one ur more beys, to every humied tous burticn of 
such vessel, Which boys shail ue mative bur Amereun ciuseny, 
and also of preseriing Ue terns aud Condens Upon Which shop 
owners of others tay take and bold sucit vu) S as upprenlices, and 
also of aliowing, annually, @ portivn of the tuney freer rved om 
accvunt of tommage iu each port, tu he appiied exeiusaveiy i Ure 
educatiun of these apprentice buys, aid of the clnidven of saingen 





I transmit to the house of repreentatives, a report) ““eu 
from the secretary of etate containing the informal 


Resolved, That the same committee be instructed to inquire is 
ihe ck pedenc, vi ie PruliOg 40 Mewen Of Buy BCL Of Congress ae rt 
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quires a ship owner or master to take what is commonly called a 
“ Mediter:anean pass.”* 


On motion of Mr. Rives, it was 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of discontinuing the arinual appro 
ptiation heretofore made fur defraying the expense of such sur- 
veys of routes for roads and canalsas may be directed by the ex- 
ecutive, and of substituting therefor distinet and specific appro- 
= for surveying such routes only as shall be suthoriaes by 

Mr. Rives supported his resolution, and ably main- 
tained the general propriety of making specific appro- 
priations, and he spdke with particular reference to 
the proposition immediately before the house. Mr. 
Bartlett submitted other resolutions of like nature and 
tendency, by way of substitute, but were objected to by 
Mr. Rives as not specially bearing upon the prelimi- 
nary expenditures arising on measutes of internal 
improvement. Both of the resolutions were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

After the transaction of minor business— 

The speaker jaid before the house the following 
Por pea from the vice president of the United 

tates: 
The speaker of the house of representatives— 

Sin: You will please to lay before the house over 
which you preside, the enclosed communication, ad- 
dressed to that body. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c. 
' J.C, CALHOUN. 
Le the honorable the members 
of the house of representatives: 

An imperious sense of duty, and a sacred regard to 
the honor ef the station which I occupy, compel me 
to approach your body in its high character of grand 
inquest of the nation. 

harges have been made against me of the most 
serious nature, and which, if true, ought to degrade 
me from the high station in which I have been placed 
by the choice of my fellow citizens, and to consign 
my name to perpetual ‘infamy. 

In claiming investigation of the house, I am sensi- 
ble that, under our free and happy institutions, the 
conduct of public servants is a fair subject of the clo- 
gest scruitiny and the freest remarks, and that a firm 
and faithful discharge of duty affords, ordinarily, am- 
ple protection against political attacks, but when such 
attacks assume the character of impeachable offences, 
und become in some degree official, by being placed 
among the public records, an officer thus assailed, 
however base the instruments used, if conscious of 
jnnocence, can look for refuge only to the hall of the 
immediate representatives of the people. itis thusl 
fiod myself unexpectedly placed. 

On Wednesday morning last, it was for the first 
time intitnated to me, that charges of a very serious 
nature against me were lodged in one of the execu- 
‘ive departments: during the day, rumors from seve- 
1al quarters, to the same effect, reached me; but the 
first certain information ef their character was re- 
ceived yesterday morning through one of the news 
papers of the district. It appears from its statements, 
that ] am accused of the sordid and infamous crime 
of participating in the profits of contracts formed with 
the government through the department of war, while 
t was entrusted with the discharge of its duties, and 
that the accusation has been officially presented as the 
Lasis of an olficial act oi the war department, and 


— ++ 





“We would, indeed, have been further gratified, if 
Mr. Strong had offered a motion leading to the dis- 
use of another “pass,” notless derogatory than the 
‘*‘Mediterranean’’—we mean the paper “protections” 
granted atthe custom houses to prevent our seamen 
trom being made slaves of. These protecions seem 
to admit what is called the “right of search” even for 
men. Fe do not admit that right—we will not admit 
it, and itis high time that we should openly say so. 
it may preyent future difficulty. 
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consequentiy, to be placed among its records, as 
lasting stigma on my character. 

Conscious of my entire innocence in this. and eve- 
ry other public act, and that 1 have ever been inca- 
pable, in the performance of duty, of being infuenc- 
ed by any other motive than a sacred régard to the 
public interest, and resolved, as far as human effor: 
cap extend, to leave an untarnished reputation to pos- 
terity, 1 challenge the freest investigation of the house 
as the only means effectually to repel this premedi- 
tated attack to prostrate me, by destroying forever 
my character. 

J.C. CALHOUN, 
__ Vice president of the United States. 

Washington, 29th December, 1826. 

The letter of the vice president having been read, 

Mr. Floyd reminded the house that this appeal t 
the house arose out of a measure which occurre:t 
some years ago. There were but few members pre- 
sent who had participated in the discussions of that 
day. he circutnstances however were all wel! 
known. He had himself taken great pains, at the 
time, to investigate the matter; and although he could 
not remember the whole train of the business, he 
knew perfectly well what was the result. The house 
would do him thé justice to bear testimony that he 
had been generally in opposition to the gentleman who 
was then secretary of war, because he regarded his 
policy as too bold, and not so economical as the cir- 
cumstances of the country required. But of all those 
who had acted with him in this opposition, there was 
none who thought the iate secretary capable of any 
act so base in its cheracter as that which is now 
charged against him. Under all the circumstanées, 
he thought it well that the house should go into an in- 
vestigation of this charge, which had been made pub- 
lic through the columns of a newspaper. He much re- 
gretted that such an accusation against an ollicer stand- 
ing so high in the government, should appear in a pub- 
lic newspaper; and if he had possessed a previous 
knowledge of the business, he would have interfered 
to suppress the calumny—for calumny he must con- 
sidef it. It was a subject of great importance. We 
have fallen upon evil times. Whatever ditlerences may 
exist among us, as to the power of the departments, or 
on subjects of legislative inquiry, the effect is confin- 
ed to ourselves. But when a charge is made which al- 
fects purity of character, honor is not to be subjected 
to common rules of practice. Justice we may give, 
and itis due toall. It becomes us to preserve invio- 
late the honor of our public officers. Europe is at 
present still: but we cannot forget when that promi- 
nent individual who opce swayed its destinies fell, 
that it was audaciously proposed to direct the 
1,200,000 bayonets whici had been employed against 
him to the subjection of our country, in which had 
grown up priaciples which were esteemed so full of 
danger to the established systems of that hemisphere. 
it is necessary, now Europe is at leisure, to be don- 
bly on our guard. Every thing which can be laid hold 
of among us of a degrading and dishonoring cast, will 
be re-published in Europe to show that republics 
ought to be put down and destroyed. Itis our duty 
to go into this subject with calmness, and to decide 
justly, but with firmness. He hoped therefore that 
the letter which had been just read would be referred 
to a select committee, with power to send for persens 
and papers. 

Mc. Cooke generally supported what had been said 
by Mr. Floyd. He had repeatedly examined the “Rip 
Rap contract,” and had found nothing to implicate 
the character of the secretary of war, as having had 
any Connection with it, 

The motion to refer the tettex to a select commit- 
tee was then put and carried; the committee was or- 
dered to consist of seven members, and was investet 
rwith power tosend for persons and pepers, 
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The following gentlemem were selected as the : 
special committee, above proposed: 
Mr. Floyd, Mc. Wright, Mr. Williams, Mr. Camp- 
bell, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Lngersoll, Mr. Sprague. } 
No other business was transacted. The house ad- | 
journed to Tuesday. 


Tuesday, Jan 2. After receiving petitions and re- 
ports, chiefly on private claims, &c. - pie 

Mr. Webster, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported a bill to established an aniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States; which was 
read twice, committed, and ordered to be prir-ed. 

Mr. Webster offered a few remarks, and announced 
his intention of calliag up the bill on the 17th inst. 

Mr. Livingston offered the following. 

Resolved, ‘Uthat the committee of ways and means be instructed 
to ptepare and being ina bill making an appropriation of 50,000, 
dollars, to be expended under the direction of the president, in 
he purcirase nud transportation of provisions fur the sulle ring 
iphabitants of Greece, 

Mr. Livingston supported his resolution with some 
ardent and appropriate remarks—instancing the 
cases iu which the United States had afforded simi- 
iar relief, and he dwelt much upon the sufferings and 
the merits of the Greeks. Messrs. McDuffie, and 
Hamilton spoke on the proposition, not as opposing 
its object, but as questioning the expediency of i\, 
ag it might involve our neutral relations. The reso- 


lution was Jaid on the table and ordered to be print- 
ed. 


Mr. Hamilion offered the following resolution. 
Whereas, a law commonly knowh by the name of the sedition 
law, was passed by congress in 1798, which, in its principles, was 
® violation of the constitution of the United States, and in its 
enactments are invasive of the liberty of the press; And whereas, 
divers persons were indicted, convicted, and sulfered, iu pecuniary 
penaltics under this law: 
Be it resolved, ‘That it is incompatible with the character of 
the government of the United States to have its treasury enriched 
by the fruits ef a violation of the spirit of letter of is constitu. 


qwon. . 

Be it therefore resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be directed tu report a bill to chis house, which shail make am- 
ple provision for refunding, with lawful interest. to all persons 
who may have suffered in pecuniary penaltics, under the said law 
of July 14th, 1798, commonly called the sedition law, but entitled 
“an act in addition to an act for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, the amounts which they may have 

id to the respective marshals of the district courts, etnpowered to 

evy and receive the said fines; and in ease of the death or absence 
from the Uiited States of any of the said parties, then to their 
legal representatives, or to such persun Or persous us may be duly 


authorized to receive the same. 
_ Mr. McLane opposed the reference of the resolu- 
tion to the committee of ways and means—he thought 
it should go to another committee. It was laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 
On motion of Mr. Everett, it was 


Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be instructed to 
enquire whether ?t is expedient tu take any measures to promote 
the civilization and instruction of the remains df the Judiau 
tribes in the states of Massachusetts and Maine. 


_Mr. Tomlinson moved the house to take up the 
bill to provide for the importation of brandy in c@ks 
of not less than fifteen gallons. 

The motion was agreed to and Mr. Wright called 
tothe chair. A long and able debate foliowed. The 
speakers were Messrs. Tomlinson, Forsyth, Cambre 
feng, Powell, Mallary, McLane, Webster, Ingersoli, Reed, 

arney, and Wurts,—the policy of the measure being 
contested. Finally, the bill was ordered to be en- 





grossed for a third reading, to-morrow. Adjourned. 


Wednesday, Jan. $. Much minor, 
usiness was transacted this day. 
Mr. Little, from the select committee appointed on 
the subject of an apportionment of representatives, 
obtained leave to make a report by bill. The bill 
will be reported to-morrow. 
Mr. Bartlett moved the consideration of the follow- 


5 resolution, offered by Mr. Rives on Friday last; 
— was agreed to: 

ceolved, ‘That the aommittee on ways and means be instructed 
te inquire into the expediency of di Le sui 
vEMsfuns heretof. pediency of discontinuing the annual appro- 


or preparatory | 
| 





of.te tiade dor defcaying the cs prusy of such burteye! 


of routes for roads and canals as may be directed by the executive, 
and of substituting therefor distinct and Sees et cae fur 
surveying such routes daly as shail be authorized by congress. 


Mr. Bartlett then withdrew the amendment which 
he had offered to the resolution, and the resolution 
was agreed to. | 


On motion of Mr. Owen, it was 

Resolved, That the committee du military affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing an in thre 
state of Alabama. 


A bill to authorize the importation of brandy iu 
casks of a capacity of not less than fifteen ghllons, 
and to export the same, was read a third time, 

Another long and able debate followed... The 
speakers were Messrs. Buchanan, Livingston, S, Wood, 
Everett, Barney and Pearce. Mr. Kremer, thipking 
that the subject had been suficiently discussed,\ cal- 
led for the ayes and noes—they were taken and stood 
106 for and 67 against the bill, and so it was passed. 


Several reports from the different departmen's 
were laid before the house by the speaker, whicls 
were ordered to be printed. Adjourned. 





THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate, Mr. Harrison introduced a bill itt the 
establishmeut of collectio& districts in the state of 
Ohio, Indiana and IHinois. Mr. Rowan, of Ken. gave 
notice of his intention to introduce a bill to restrict 
the powers of the supreme court of the United jtates 
in certain cases. A bill to authorize the sale of the 
reserved salt springs and the land adjacent thereto, tu 
the state of Missouri, was ordered to a third reading. 
A bill for the relief af Ebenezer Oliver and othars, 
directors of an association called ‘the New England 
Mississippi land company,” was considered. Mr, 
Robbins spoke brietly wm favor of the bill, and Mg. 
Kane, at some length, against it. The bill was laid op 


the table, aud made the order of the day for Monday 
next, 


In the house of representatives, a resolution was laid 
on the table by Mr. Forsyth, calling on the president 
of the United States for ‘a copy of (he convention, (if 
not inconsistent with the public interest), between tus 
United States and Great Britain, relative to the mix- 
ed commission now sitting under the first article of 
the treaty of Ghent. Mr. White submitted a resolu- 
tion on the subject of the removal of the Florida In- 
diaus. Oa motion of Mr. Wright, the expediency ef 
disposing of unappropriated lands in Ohio, called the 
United States mijilary tract, to satisfy claims for re- 
volutionary services, was referred to the committee 
on public lands. Me. Little, from the select commit- 
tee on the subject, reported a biil fixang the ratio of 
representation after the 3d of March, 1833; the rativ 
in the bill is one represeulative for every 60,000 iu- 
habitants, which it ls presumed will keep the numgec 
of representatives about the same as at this time, 
The bill to provide for the claims of the officers of the 
army Of the revulution was cousidered in committee. 
on motion of Mr. Burges, who made au eloquent i - 
peal to the house in favor of these yeleraus. j 

eae Te, 


ITEMS. 

The Charlotisville Gazette states, that “the first ex- 
amination of the students of the university of Virgi: 
nia, has just terminated. Five of the visiters were 
present on this occasion—Mr. Madison, rector; Nic. 
Monroe, gen. Cocke, Mz. Johnson, and Mr. Cabell.” 


The journal of capt. Parry’s third @oyage states, 
that at Port Bowen, tieutewaut Foster kept up a con- 
versalion with his assistant at a distance of 6,696 feet, 
which is about one statute mile and two tenths. 


Messrs. Boyd and McCulloch, of Albany, continue 
their boring for water. They have penetrated more 
than three hundred and eighty jeet, through a slate 10ck 





Jagd mean {po perseyere yet durther. 
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Louisiana. The following facts are proof of great 
atiention to education in Louisiana: 

In 1811, the legislature appropriated $39,000 to the 
establishment of a college, and a school in each coun- 
ty. 7 
By the same act $3,000 was appropriated annually 
for the support of the college, and $500 a year for 
each school. 

In 1819, the allowance for the support of schools 
was increased to $600, and in 1821 to $800 a year 
each. Since which, $5,000 a year has been appro- 
priated for the support of another college, at Jack- 
sonville, in the same state. 


The editor of the Austrian Observer, whose name 
is Pidate, has just received permission of the emperor 
Fraacis to wear the decoration of the order of Christ, 
cosferred on him by the pope. 


Out of thirty-eight magistrates who lately attended 
# quarter sessions at Alesbury, in England, seventeen 
were pricsts. 


kt hag been proposed in the legislature of Virginia, 
to erect a monument to the memory of Thomas Jef- 
ferson. They ask bread, and receive a stone. 


On receiving the news of the decease of John 
Adams and Thomas Jetlerson, at Monte Video, the 
American citizens there immediately held a meeting 
and passed resolutions or tributes of respect to the 
memory of the departed sages, the flags of the Ame- 
rican shipping were displayed at half. mast and salutes 
of minute guns fired during the day. 


An exposition of the affairs of the Franklin bank 
of New Jersey, has béen laid before the legislature 
of that state. ‘The most shameful abuses prevailed 


in this rag-shop. Severe laws must be passed which 
may reach even soul-less incorporations. 


The acts of the last session of Georgia which esta- 
blished a board of public works, and directed the 
survey of the route for a central canal, &c. have been 
repealed. 


_ The legislature of Tennessee has recently adopted, 
by an unauimous vote, a resolution directing the se- 
cretary of state to procure at the expense of the state, 
and deliver to major general William Carroll, a sword, 
with suitable engravings thereon, as a testimonial of 
the high respect entertained by the state of Tennes- 
see for his public services. 


Died, in Rehoboth, Mass. Elder Thomas Simmons, 
aged 104 years 5 months and 16 days. 


——, last week at Norfolk, Va. Mr. James William- 
son in the $2nd year of his age—at peace with him- 
self and all the world. For thirty-two years he was 
a subscriber to the Norfolk Herald, and vever sulier- 
ed tbe semi-annual period of payment to pass for one 
day, without a settlement of his subscription. May 
not an observance of the principle set lorth in this 
act, bave lengthened his lite? 


—— lately, Hannah Archer, a colored woman, 
aged one hundred and three years. For the five last 
years of her life she was totally blind, 


A late London paper says—Mr. Crockford, it is 
said, reckons upon upwerds of 700 subscribers to his 
new gaming house, the mere erection aod fitting up of 
which will, it is supposed, cost upwards of 50,0v01. 


Baron Krudener has been appointed, by the empe- 
ror of Russia, to be minister trom that government 
to the United States, in the place of baron Thuyil, 
deceased. 

Vistareens pass in some of the West India islands 
ag quarters of a dollar, in Massachusetts, &c. for 
t-enty cents. Ia New York and the states south, ex- 








— Ste = 
i 


cept, perhaps, Louisiana, they are valued at only se- 
venteen cents, and it is a rare thing to meet with one 
circulating in Baltimore, though a short time since 
they were numerous. 


A panther, measuring seven feet-and a half from the 
nose to the tip of the tail was lately killed on the 
lains near Buffalo, N. ¥Y. It was one of two, which 
it is Supposed had found their way from the southern 
wilds across the country. 


The London Star has the following paragraph con- 
cerning the late play-actress, now the weaithy widow 
of an alderman— 

Mrs. Coutts is a. lady of the manor ofan estate near 
Chelmsford, and, by an old feudal Jaw, conspels the 
prineipal tenant to serve her at breakfast, when cal- 
led on, in complete armour. it is curious that the 
present tenant subject to this law is Reynolds, the 
dramatist. 


It seems that it has cost France 400,000,000 francs 
to support legitimacy in Spain—and yet it is so frail 
and weak a thing, that it isfeared the grant of a con- 
stitution to Portugal will overturn it! 


The return of votes for governor of Ohio, gives the 
foliowing aggregates—-for Mr. Trimble 72,434; Mr. 
Campbell 4,939; Mr. Bigger 4,248; Mr. Tappan 
4,605. 

The famously infamous countess of Jersey, has 
been fined and imprisoned at Ghent for twelve months 
for swindling. 


In consequence of a late explosion of the boiler of 
a steam boat in England, by which severai lives were 
lost, a verdict of manslaughter against the engineer, 
was returned by the jury of inquest, because of neg- 
ligence. No doubt, many of these dreadful accidents 
are the result of fool-hardiness, or not less excusable 
neglect. Habit sometimes renders persons so fami- 
liar with danger, that they do not feel a rightful ne- 
cessity of guarding against it, and if their own lives, 
only, were at stake, it would be the less matter—but 
on their prudence depends the lives of many, and the 
law should make them feel the responsibility of their 
condition in respect to others, if they escape the de- 
struction which they permit the coming of. 


Independent of the full occupation of the market 
houses in Philadelphia, on a late Saturday, there was 
an unbroken chain of wagons in Second Street, a 
mile and a baif long, loaded with provisions and sup- 
plies for the citizens. 

The brig Eliza lately arrived at New York frow 
Vera Cruz, with a quantity of cochineal and $241,000 
ip specie 

Among the arrivals at Cincinnati in the last 
month, from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, was the steam 
boat Merchant, haviug in tow her safety barge, with 
95 passengers. This is the first attempt of the kind, 
and from the letter of the passengers to captain Estes, 
it seems to have succeeded sadmirably. The barge 
has 52 births and three cabins. The steam boat has 
2 cabins. The Merchaut draws 26 inches, and the 
barge 20 inches. 


A London Journal states that sir Walter Scott has 
received, from Longman & Co. 11,000 guinaes for the 
copyright of the life of Napoieon. 


The Richmond Enquirer says, that the paintings 
and busts of Thomas Jefferson, dec. will not be offer- 
ed for sale on the 15th inst. but will be sent to some 
one of the large cities and then be sold, after due no 
tice. 

The small pox is still raging at Staten Island, near 
N. York. Out of sixty cases, more than twenty have 
proved fatal. 
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